
SAP Community Foundation names 
Brasel youth winner 
By Julie Drechsler 

The St. Anthony Park Communi-
ty Foundation has chosen The Big 
Brothers Big Sisters Twin Cities 
program as the inaugural recipi-
ent of its Michael Brasel Fund for 
Youth grant. 

A $2,500 grant will be awarded 
at the SAP Arts Festival in early 
June to the Big Brothers Big Sisters 
organization to support its youth 
mentoring and free arts programs. 

The foundation last summer es-
tablished it youth endowment fund 
to honor Brasel, who in early May 
2023 died of gunshot wounds as 
he interrupted car thieves in front 
of his house. 

“With Michael’s love of art and 
mentoring so many of the young 
people he coached, it seemed like 
the perfect fit for our first grants,” 
said Julie Drechsler, foundation 
executive director. “We know that 
mentoring can make such a big 
difference to the life of a young 
person.”

The foundation wanted to turn 
a community tragedy into some-
thing positive, Drechsler added. 
“The new fund is an impactful 
way to honor and remember a 
dedicated community mem-
ber while making a difference to 
young people in the Twin Cities. 
We couldn’t let his love of St. An-

thony Park and young people be 
forgotten.” 

Each year, a nonprofit organiza-
tion serving youth of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis will be chosen to re-
ceive a grant from the fund.

“The fund already has over 
$60,000 and we’ve had great com-
munity support,” Drechsler said. 
“But we have an ambitious goal of 
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MidCity Kitchen Farmers Market 
coming to St. Anthony Park 
By Kinsey Gade 

MidCity Kitchen plans to host a 
farmers market on Wednesdays 
starting June 5 in its parking lot in 
south St. Anthony Park. 

MidCity Kitchen, 693 Raymond 
Ave., is a culinary and small busi-
ness incubator for entrepreneurs, 
chefs and artists to showcase their 
talents and explore innovative ideas, 
said Samuel West, owner of Mid-
City Kitchen since September 2023. 

The farmers market will usually 
run from 4 to 8 p.m. on Wednes-
days. West plans to have a combi-
nation of live music, food trucks, 
emerging farmers that are being 
trained by the Minnesota Farm-
ers Market Association and people 
who are producing at MidCity 
Kitchen, as well as a variety of Min-
nesota food producers. 

“The goal with MidCity Kitchen, 
along with the farmers market, is to 
create a celebration of local foods,” 
West said. 

Zev Radziwill, executive direc-
tor of the St. Anthony Park Dis-
trict 12 Community Council, said 
MidCity Kitchen was a natural fit 
for the area. 

“My hopes are that it will draw 
more people from inside and out-
side the community,” Radziwill 
said. “I believe it will really show-
case south St. Anthony Park, but 
it will take a community to make 
it successful.” 

Plans for the market were set in 
motion after a letter of recommen-
dation was unanimously approved 
and subsequently unanimously 
ratified by the SAPCC on April 11. 

District 12 Community Council 
acknowledges that food equity is a 
critical issue in the neighborhood 
and hopes the farmers market will 
provide better and more affordable 
produce to the community, Radzi-
will said. 

West said, “We are not officially 
a food desert, but I think you could 
make the argument that we are.”

The south St. Anthony Park area 
is one of the fastest-growing areas 

for residents in the Twin Cities, 
Radziwill said. 

Currently, St. Anthony Park has 
a population of 11,016, a growth 
rate of 4.22% and a population 
increase of 19.32% since 2020, ac-
cording to the U.S. Census. 

West said he hopes the farmers 
market will eventually be success-
ful enough to expand and tempo-
rarily take space in the street on 
days it is open for business. There 
are also plans to make the market 
zero waste by implementing a 365-
day composting facility. 

SNAP-EBT cards will be accept-
ed at the market and will convert 

$10 of SNAP-EBT to $20 of market 
bucks, West said. 

“Whether you’re a busy profes-
sional or a family in the neigh-
borhood, you could come here, 
listen to music, get some produce 
and grab a bite to eat from a food 
truck,” West said. 

For more information on Mid-
City Kitchen’s activities, visit them 
at midcitykitchen.com or follow 
them on Facebook.  n

Kinsey Gade is a junior at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota majoring in jour-
nalism and French. Kinsey enjoys 
baking, yoga, writing and reading. 

Samuel West seeks to create “a celebration of local foods” at MidCity Kitchen.  Photo by Kinsey Gade. 

Brasel Fund to p. 6

SAP Arts Festival 
Featured Artist 

profiles 
Page 9

Beloved  
SAP science 

teacher retiring 
Page 6

Revamp of 35W 
and Highway 36 

gridlocked  
Page 3

https://www.parkbugle.org/
https://www.midcitykitchen.com/


2 PARK BUGLE  n  JUNE 2024

C I T Y  F I L E S

St. Anthony Park and Como community councils news
District 10 
Community Council 
New in 2024:  
Neighborhood Cleanup Kits! 
The District 10 Community Coun-
cil, in partnership with the Capital 
Region Watershed District, is now 
offering Neighborhood Cleanup 
Kits for community members or 
organizations to borrow to lead 
their own cleanup events.

Each kit includes trash grabbers, 
vests, bags and gloves. 

Plan a cleanup in your neigh-
borhood, even if it’s just your own 
household, or add one to your an-
nual block party this summer. 

To reserve a kit, email kits@
district10comopark.org. Reserve 
one kit for any event or two for a 
larger cleanup. For more infor-
mation, check out the District 10 
website at: District10ComoPark.
org/Cleanup#kits.

Next Lake Como cleanup 
The next Lake Como cleanup, 
which focuses on the shoreline 
and lake, is scheduled for Satur-
day, June 15, from 9 a.m. to noon. 

District 10 provides trash-grab-
bers, rakes, buckets, nets, trash 
bags, and nitrile gloves for those 
who need them. Or, feel free to pro-
vide your own gear. Registration is 
not required, but it helps us plan 
and communicate if changes come 
up. For more information go to  
District10ComoPark.org/Cleanup.

Como Homo Hangout: June 30 
It’s time for the fourth annual 
Como Homo Pride Celebration, 
which recognizes Pride Month. 

Join us at the Como Pavilion for 
social activities, kids crafts and 
games, community connections 
and much more. If you want to 
help plan Pride activities, contact 
the district organizer at organizer@
district10comopark.org. For up-
dates, check out district10como 
park.org/ComoHomo.

Annual Ice Cream Social: July 12 
Every year, the District 10 Commu-
nity Council plans our Ice Cream 
Social, typically featuring free ice 
cream, live music, meet-and-greets 
with neighborhood organizations 
and activities for children and 
families.

The event is scheduled for 5:30–
8:00 p.m. at the Historic Streetcar 
Station in Como Park, 1224 Lex-
ington Pkwy N. Due to limited 
available parking, please consider 
walking, biking or carpooling to 
the celebration. 

This event is still being planned. 
If you’re interested in helping plan 
or volunteering at this event, fill out 
a volunteer interest form, attend a 
community meeting or contact our 
District organizer at organizer@
district10comopark.org.

District 10 meetings schedule 
•	District 10 Community 

meetings: 7 p.m., Wednesdays, 
June 5 and 18 and July 3.

District 10 meetings are hy-
brid on Zoom and at the Como 
Streetcar Station, 1224 Lexington 
Parkway. Meeting details are at  
District10ComoPark.org. All Dis-
trict 10 community meetings are 
open to the public and include time 
for community members.

Submitted by Shevek McKee,  
District 10 Community Council  
Executive Director.

District 12 
Community Council 
Kasota Ponds cleanup recap 
The 2024 spring cleanup of Kasota 
Ponds proved successful as a crew 
of volunteers collected about 55 
bags of trash and recycling, 12 
wooden boards and dock pieces, 
six tarps, two tires, a propane tank 
and many other random items.

Volunteers on April 13 included 
people from Rapids Foodservice, 
WestRock, Avalon School and Mis-
sissippi Watershed Management 
Organization staff. Sponsors and 
supporters included the City of St. 
Paul, Commercial Railway, NAPA 
Auto Parts, Speedy Market, Hamp-
den Park Co-op and Workhorse 
Coffee Bar.

Walk around Highway 280 
Join the District 12 Transportation 
Committee on Tuesday, June 25, 
for a walk around the southern part 
of Highway 280. Meet at the corner 

of Cromwell Avenue and Territo-
rial Road at 6:30 p.m. 

Hear about what used to be 
there, discover the effect the high-
way currently has on people who 
live nearby and experience its re-
ality as the neighborhood does 
every day. 

Help us answer the question: 
As MnDOT rethinks I-94, how 
should this part of Highway 280 be 
adapted? The walk will last about 
an hour.

Upcoming meetings 
District 12 committee meetings 
are open to the public. If you are 
interested in attending a com-
mittee meeting, please RSVP at  

bit.ly/sapccvolunteer. By RSVPing, 
you will receive an agenda and 
Zoom link before the meeting.
•	Land Use Committee:  

7 p.m., Thursday, June 6 
•	District 12 Board:  

7 p.m., Thursday, June 13 
•	Environment Committee: 

6:30 p.m., Wednesday, June 26 
•	Transportation Committee:  

7 p.m., Tuesday, June 25 
•	Equity Committee:  

7 p.m., Thursday, June 27 

Submitted by Hailey Dickinson, 
District 12 Outreach and Commu-
nications Coordinator.

The Kasota Ponds spring cleanup yielded some 55 bags of trash, along 
with tires, tarps, a propane tank and other debris. Photos submitted by 
District 12.

(L to R) Dustin McHenry, Emily Resseger, Mary Thelen and Eva Hanson 
from the Mississippi Watershed Management Organization provided 
volunteer muscle for the 2024 Kasota Ponds spring cleanup.
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MnDOT pauses North Gateway plan for 35W
By Anne Holzman

A plan to add a paid lane to High-
way 36 and reconfigure the inter-
change at Interstate 35W just north 
of Lauderdale is on hold pending 
further traffic studies.

 State highway officials ended the 
North Gateway study in 2023 with 
a report recommending a fresh 
study be done given the chang-
ing traffic patterns following the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The North Gateway corridor 
comprises the roadway, bridges 
and interchanges of Interstate 35W 
from Park Avenue in Minneapolis 
to County Road C in Roseville.

The study began in 2018 with 
traffic patterns and projected 
growth at that time. According to 
the report published in 2023, “The 
study team realized that conges-
tion, one of the primary needs 
of the corridor, was perhaps not 
growing as fast a predicted.”

The study also turned up more 
concern about bike and pedes-
trian access than officials had 
anticipated. 

“Public engagement in the study 
area revealed the importance of ac-

cessibility, connectivity and com-
fort for those walking or bicycling 
on bridges,” the report notes.

Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation officials told the Lauder-
dale City Council in January 2022 
that the purpose of the study was 

to identify projects that should be 
ready to go when funding became 
available. The deteriorated condi-
tion of the 47 bridges in the study 
area would likely draw the quick-
est attention, they said, and they 

wanted any planned bridge work 
to accommodate long-range needs.

The plan was to propose a new 
layout that would handle more 
traffic. But by 2023, traffic pat-
terns had changed enough to raise 
doubts about the projections on 
which the study was based. 

Instead of moving forward to 
design and environmental review, 
MnDOT suspended the study and 
offered the report as a “framework” 
for future planning.

Built gradually during the 1960s 
and 1970s, the North Gateway area 
has been pieced together and could 
use an overhaul of visual design 
along with infrastructure updates, 
the report states.

MnDOT official Christina Per-
fetti told the Bugle in April that 
35W is not due for repaving. “How-
ever, we have a number of bridges 
that are scheduled to have mainte-
nance work done in 2031,” she said, 

including the Highway 36 bridge 
over 35W.

Asked about the connection 
with Highway 280, Perfetti said 
that while the North Gateway study 
doesn’t directly address that, Mn-
DOT has resurfacing and bridge 
repair planned for 2026. 

“The pavement on 280 is nearing 
the end of its service life and is due 
for repairs,” Perfetti said, adding, 
“MnDOT is still planning on mak-
ing changes to the intersection of 
Broadway and 280 between 2026 
and 2028.”

Interested readers can request a 
copy of the North Gateway report 
by email at Christina.Perfetti@
state.mn.us.  n

Anne Holzman is a Twin Cities 
freelance writer who covers Falcon 
Heights and Lauderdale govern-
ment for the Bugle. 

I-35W North Gateway study location map. Map from dot.state.mn.us.
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Call for a no-obligation appointment.

Questions regarding 
cremation options?

Serving the 
community

1858
since

Lynden Realty LTD
Barbara Swadburg / Agent
Mobile: 651-271-8919
barb@lyndenrealty.com
lyndenrealty.com/barb-swadburg

Lynden Realty LTD
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Call Today for Availability

LOCATED IN THE HISTORIC UNIVERSITY OF 
MINNESOTA GROVE: 2279 Hoyt Avenue West 
� is classic 2 story gem is now available to Non-U of MN buyers. 
Architect designed with a smart fl oor plan that presents private and 
shared areas for a host of possibilities. Sunny windows, private fi rst 
fl oor offi  ce/den, glowing hardwood fl oors, 4 bed, center foyer and 
staircase welcome you at the front door. Features a fantastic back 
patio and yard that fl ows into one of the Groves wooded areas. 
For more information visit lyndenrealty.com/barb-swadburg.
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Express Bike Shop,
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in our community.
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Bike Shop:
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itinerary for you. Call on our experience creating travel memories.
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From the desk of the editor 
By Scott Carlson 

Another year down  
With the imminent arrival of 

summer, the Bugle is also closing 
out its 2023-24 fiscal year. 

We begin fiscal 2024-25 on July 1, 
paying homage to our 50th anni-
versary issue. Our July issue will 
mark the first of several stories over 
the next few months looking back 
at the history of the Bugle. 

One of the Bugle’s most dis-
tinguished contributors, Adam 
Granger, will review some of his 
most memorable columns. With 
his ties to the old Prairie Home 
Companion radio show, Adam 
typifies what makes St. Anthony 
Park so special: It’s a community 
where people know one another 
as neighbors and feel a close bond 
to them.  

There will also be stories from 
other notable Bugle contributors 

over the years including former 
editors like Dave Healy, Mary 
Mergenthal and Judy Woodward, 
long-time writer of the “Ask the 
Librarian” column. 

St. Anthony Park is a communi-
ty with a rich history of civic lon-
gevity. Besides the Bugle marking 
its 50th anniversary; the St. An-
thony Park Arts Festival (which 
is set for June 1) will celebrate its 
55th this year and the St. Anthony 
Park Community Foundation is 
already 25 years. 

Another community institution, 
the St. Anthony Park Library As-
sociation, is marking its 90th an-
niversary. The library serves as the 
hub for many kid and adult com-
munity activities. 

These days the Bugle is en-
deavoring to chronicle more 
information and news from 
Falcon Heights and Lauderdale. 
Currently, Anne Holzman is our 

chief freelance reporter for Falcon 
Heights and Lauderdale govern-
ment news. But we also welcome 
other community news. Please 
send your news and story ideas 
to editor@parkbugle.org. 

Eye on the prize 
As I write this column, I am recov-
ering from eye surgery. 

On May 9, I had cataract surgery 
and a partial corneal transplant 
performed on my right eye from 
an expert team of doctors at the 
St. Paul Eye Clinic. 

I am grateful that four days out 
from the operations, my surgery 
appears to be successful with my 
vision getting better each day.  

The seeds for my surgeries were 
planted back in 2000 when I was 
playing tennis and got hit in the 
face with a tennis ball. The tennis 
ball struck and crushed my right 
eye, causing severe internal bleed-

ing, a corneal abrasion and a cor-
neal cataract.  

After quick medical treatment 
and two weeks of restrictive ac-
tivity to prevent further internal 
bleeding, I returned to work about 
two weeks later, lucky that I avoid-
ed going blind. After several weeks 
of recovery, I regained most of my 
vision, although it was somewhat 
diminished. 

In the years following my acci-
dent, my eye doctor kept a close 
watch on my right-eye cataract. It 
remained stable for many years un-
til it started significantly growing 
in the last two or three years. 

Then, about a year ago, the eye 
doctors told me I also had some-
thing called Fuch’s dystrophy. My 
corneal cells were growing discol-
ored and starting to make normal 
vision more difficult.  

I procrastinated on whether to 
have the corneal transplant. As 
with any transplanted tissue, there 
is always the risk of infection and 
rejection.

But friends who have had this 
surgery encouraged me to proceed 
with it, attesting to the surgery’s 
high success rate that immensely 
benefited their vision. 

I am grateful for all of the people 
who played a part in advising me, 
praying for me and those in the 
medical team who operated on 
my eye. 

Meanwhile, I will be on medical 
leave until May 30.  n

Scott Carlson is the managing editor 
of the Bugle.

P.O. Box 8126, St. Paul, MN 55108 
www.parkbugle.org 

651-646-5369

Managing Editor
Scott Carlson 
651-646-5369 

editor@parkbugle.org

Freelance writers 
Sarah CR Clark, Eric Erickson, 

Anne Holzman, Kathy Henderson, 
Janet Wight, Gwen Willems

Freelance photographers 
Lou Micheals, Jenni Wolf

Obituaries Editor
Mary Mergenthal 

612-670-8510 
mary.mergenthal@gmail.com

Subscriptions & billing
Fariba Sanikhatam 

accounting@parkbugle.org
Subscriptions are $30 for one year. 

Send payment to P.O. Box 8126, 
St. Paul, MN 55108

Event submissions
calendar@parkbugle.org

Copy editor
Bill Brady 

Proofreader
Mary Hegge

Social Media Specialist
Laura Adrian

Webmaster
Jenny Plott

Graphics/Layout/Design
EH Design

Advertising Sales Representatives
Sonia Ellis 

651-226-1274 
sonia.ellis@parkbugle.org

Roald Sateren 
651-468-4040 

roald.sateren@parkbugle.org

Classified advertising
classifieds@parkbugle.org

Next deadline: June 12, 2024 
Publication date: June 25, 2024 

Distribution: 5 to 10 business days

The Park Bugle is a monthly non-
profit community newspaper serv-
ing St. Anthony Park, Lauderdale, 
Falcon Heights and Como Park. 
The Bugle covers community 
news and promotes the exchange 
of ideas and opinions in these 
communities. The Bugle strives to 
promote freedom of expression, 
enhance the quality of life in the 
readership communities and en-
courage community participation.

Opinions expressed in the Bugle 
by the editor, writers and contribu-
tors do not necessarily represent the 
opinions of the board of directors, 
Park Press, Inc. Copyright 2023, 
Park Press, Inc. All rights reserved.

The Park Bugle is published by 
Park Press, Inc, a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization guided by an elected 
board of directors.

Currently serving on the board are:  
Beth Breidel, Rosann Cahill, 

Michelle Christianson,  
Jennine Duda, Connor Nelson,  
Steve Plagens, Seth Richardson,  
Helen Warren, Kristin Wiersma

www.parkbugle.org 
BuglePark E D I T O R I A L

@parkbugle
park_bugle

Bugle deadlines 
Here are our Bugle deadlines 
for the next three issues. We 
appreciate when writers and 
readers submit articles early.

Please remember publica-
tion dates represent when the 
newspapers go out for deliv-
ery. Mail distribution of the 
paper may take up to several 
business days. 

Bulk drop-offs of the paper 
are usually completed two to 
three days after publication. 

July: Graduate Recognition  
Copy/ad deadline: June 12  
Publication: June 25 

August:  
Copy/ad deadline: July 10  
Publication: July 23 

September:  
Copy/ad deadline: August 8  
Publication: August 20

Come to Bugle annual meeting 
By Helen Warren 

The board and staff of the Park 
Bugle warmly invite readers to at-
tend our annual meeting on Thurs-
day, June 6 at 7 p.m. The annual 
meeting will be held at the Cice-
ron offices located at 2412 Valen-
tine Ave W. in the St. Anthony Park 
neighborhood. 

At the annual meeting, the Park 
Bugle Board will elect new officers, 
adopt its budget for 2024-25 and 
confer with readers about sugges-
tions for improving coverage. This 

year, we will also celebrate the Park 
Bugle’s 50th anniversary.

As we close out the 2023-2024 
fiscal year, the Bugle board also 
bids farewell to Kristin Wiersma 
and Rosann Cahill as they com-
plete their terms. Both provided 
key strategic guidance and abun-
dant energy. Please come to toast 
Kristin and Rosann and thank 
them for their efforts.

The annual meeting is public 
because the Park Bugle is a com-
munity enterprise. Its mission, “to 
turn readers into neighbors” is best 

fulfilled when readers and support-
ers confer directly with the Park 
Bugle’s board and staff. 

If you are feeling unsure about 
attending, invite a friend to accom-
pany you. 

For more information or en-
couragement to attend, please 
email Helen Warren, Park Bugle 
Board President, at hbwarren65@
gmail.com.  n

Helen Warren lives in St. Anthony 
Park and is chairperson of the Park 
Bugle board of directors 

Rethinking a golf course 
The University of Minnesota’s Les 
Bolstad Golf Course in Falcon 
Heights uses almost four times 
as much water per year as the U’s 
agricultural fields: 23 million gal-
lons. That’s more than half of what 
the neighboring city of Lauderdale 
uses in a year! 

In 2023, the course spent $18,000 
on gasoline. At $3.50 a gallon, that’s 
equivalent to a car driving more 
than 116,000 miles. 

Sixteen pesticides, herbicides 
and fertilizers are used on the 
course, including Daconil Ultrex, 
which is fatal if inhaled and may 
cause cancer or organ damage 
through prolonged or repeated 
exposure. Another pesticide, Gal-
lery 75 DF, is likely to kill aquatic 
organisms if spilled in waterways. 

Some looking at a golf course 
see attractive grass and trees. But 
what does it take to maintain such 
grounds? As the climate chang-
es, how much more water will be 
required? 

As habitat is imperiled around 

the world, is it wise to maintain a 
golf course that contributes green-
house gases, pollutes water sourc-
es, harms wildlife and negatively 
affects human health? 

On the other hand, the golf 
course could be reimagined as a 
carbon sink, a water purifier and 
regulator, and a sanctuary for wild-
life. Imagine the area planted with 
native prairie grasses and plants, 
their roots sequestering carbon in 
the soil. Imagine the golf course 
returned to woodlands. It would 
store 75 tons of carbon per acre. 

Haven’t our city leaders been 
looking for more areas to plant 
trees? This 135-acre course could 
serve that purpose. Imagine a wild-
life sanctuary; imagine the birds, 
pollinators, amphibians, small 
mammals and reptiles that could 
find habitat there. 

How many other golf courses are 
in a ten-mile radius? Thirty-seven. 

The U of M asks its students 
and staff to acknowledge that its 
campus is located on the “tradi-
tional, ancestral, and contempo-

rary lands of Indigenous people.” 
What is the purpose of a land 
acknowledgment? 

Please consider the land occu-
pied by the Les Bolstad Golf Course. 
Please consider our collective, out-
sized impact on the environment. 

Please take a moment to com-
plete a short survey, developed as 
a project of Transition Town— 
All St. Anthony Park with a U of 
M Sustainability Internship. Use 
the QR code below, or visit bit.ly/
UMNgolfsurvey. 

Mark Robinson and Transition 
Town—All St. Anthony Park 

L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R We bring  
community together!

Your  
award-winning,  

nonprofit  
community  

resource BugleParkSt. Anthony Park

Falcon Heights

Lauderdale

Como Park

www.parkbugle.org                                                           
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Seeking to serve in the Gaza Freedom Flotilla 
By Barry Reisch 

Having followed years of Israel’s 
oppression and occupation of Pal-
estinian land, I was not surprised 
when on Oct 7, 2023, the lid finally 
came off the pot. 

Knowing how well we have 
armed Israel, things were going to 
get really bad for Palestine. 

Israel’s response is vengeance 
and hatred with Hamas as its ex-
cuse. Indiscriminate killing, es-
pecially of innocent children and 
women, has been heart-wrenching 
for me. The deliberate destruction 
of homes, hospitals, water, aid, etc., 
has been nothing short of inhu-
mane.	

Since last Oct. 7, I have put my 
life on hold to work on stopping 
the madness. On March 29 I was 
given the opportunity to board the 
Freedom Flotilla Coalition’s chal-
lenge of the Israeli siege and deliver 
5,500 tons of aid directly to Gaza. 

After being accepted to go, I 
learned about possible scenarios—
such as arrest, harassment, com-
munication being stolen, being 
killed—and began to waffle. But I 
continued to process the possibil-
ities and it took all the courage I 
could summon to get on that plane. 

Meeting and getting involved 
with people from all over the world 
with at least 40 countries repre-
sented and multiple languages all 
here for the same reason was the 
highlight of the trip for me. 

All to help especially the chil-
dren. Many were there with chil-
dren and loved ones left behind 
and I myself leaving babysitting 
responsibilities and loved ones 
worried about me. 

But we all were doing it because 
we don’t want a world to grow up 
in where genocide is okay.

We were told three different 
times that the trip was delayed. 
With each postponement I had 

to recommit myself. These delays 
were put in place in part by Tur-
key, who was being pressured by 
the U.S. government to not allow 
boats to sail. 

On what would have been the 
fourth opportunity to board, we 
were told that due to pressure from 
Israel, Guinea Bissau had pulled 
its flags from two of the boats and 
made impossible demands for al-
lowing their reuse. 

Coupled with still uncertainty 
about whether Turkey would ever 
allow the boats to leave, while not 
giving up, Flotilla organizers rec-
ommended we all go home until 

getting called again later to come 
back and try again. 

Since 2008 Freedom Flotilla Co-
alition has sent 15 flotillas to Gaza. 
The boats will sail again. 

Please call the president, Con-
gress, Senate, State Department 
and demand they allow the release 
of the Flotilla and provide safe pas-
sage directly to Gaza.

— Barry Riesch, FFI Freedom 
Flotilla Coalition  n

Barry Reisch lives in St. Anthony 
Park and is a retired carpenter and 
building inspector. He is also a Viet-
nam veteran, former national pres-
ident of Veterans For Peace and has 
been active in the anti-war move-
ment in the Twin Cities and beyond 
for more than 30 years. 

C O M M E N T A R Y

The flotilla cargo ship in Istanbul. Photo by Medea Benjamin. Former FBI agent-turned-activist 
Coleen Rowley (far left) and 
commentary writer Barry Riesch 
(center right) in Istanbul as they 
waited in vain for permission to 
enter Gaza to deliver aid to war 
victims. Photo submitted by  
Barry Reisch. 

2585 Hamline Ave. N., Suite E, Roseville, MN 55113
651-582-3865   |   roger@trumanrc.com   |   www.trumanrc.com

We buy and sell old, rare, 
numismatic coins, gold and 
silver bullion, gold, silver and 
platinum jewelry, paper money 
(currency), foreign coins etc. 

We have over 50 years of 
experience in the business, 
an A+ Better Business Bureau 
rating, and have been selected 
Minnesota’s Best 3 years in a row.

We are open 10am–5pm, 
Monday through Friday, no 
appointment needed and we 
always do free appraisals. 
Or you can fi ll out our online 
quote form on our website 
www.trumanrc.com.

Colleen Healy, Licensed Real Estate Agent
ColleenHealy@kw.com 
612-232-5900 

Each offi  ce is independently owned and operated.

Get the

on the

Informed answers. No pressure. Let’s connect!

BUZZ

Real Estate Market

DAN BANE CPA, LLC

Certified Public
Accountant

Providing Individual & 
Business Tax Service.

Call for an appointment 651-999-0123
or visit my website at: www.danbanecpa.com

Conveniently located in the Baker Ct Bldg 
(1 Blk East of 280 at corner of Territorial & Raymond) 

at 821 Raymond Ave – Ste 310, St Paul 55114.

V I N T A G E  M A R K E T  +  B O U T I Q U E
H O U R S :  S AT .  1 1 – 4  &  S U N .  1 1 – 3 : 3 0

2 24 2  C A R T E R  A V E ,  S T .  PA U L  •  M I LT O N  S Q U A R E

VINTAGE ALOHA
NEW SUMMER ARRIVALS

& HAWAIIAN SHIRTS
Be Lookin’ Cool On the Patio, Daddy-O

Send your news or 
story ideas to  

editor@parkbugle.org
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SAP Elementary’s Schrankler is retiring
By Sarah CR Clark 

James Schrankler, St. Anthony 
Park Elementary’s nationally rec-
ognized science and engineering 
teacher, is retiring at the end of the 
current school year. 

Beloved by fellow staff members 
and students, Schrankler’s retire-
ment is bittersweet news. 

 “Mr. Schrankler makes fun 
activities into learning opportu-
nities,” said fifth-grader Erik Boll-
man, “His openers always wow 
me!” (Schrankler is known for 
beginning his lessons with atten-
tion-grabbing, curiosity-inspiring 
opening demonstrations.) 

Third grader Lars Clark said, 
“After Mr. Schrankler retires, I’m 
going to miss some of his science 
experiments and Eggbert, an egg 
with a face drawn on that is the test 
subject in a lot of different things. 
Mr. Schrankler is fun and cool and 
I’ll miss him.” 

Schrankler has taught at St. 
Anthony Park  Elementary for 21 
years and within St. Paul Public 
Schools for 39 years. During his 
years at SAP Elementary, Schran-
kler hosted 20 science fairs (miss-
ing only 2021 due to COVID-19 
restrictions) and 60 grade-specific 

Science Nights for students and 
their families. 

“I have always been so im-
pressed by how the St. Anthony 
Park community comes togeth-
er and rallies around our kids,” 
Schrankler told the Bugle. 

In the summer of 2018, Schran-
kler received the highest recogni-
tion for a kindergarten through 
12th-grade mathematics or science 
teacher, the Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Math and Science 
Teaching, in Washington, D.C. 

St. Anthony Park Elementa-
ry Principal Karen Duke noted, 
“Mr. Schrankler’s magic is that he 
cultivates in kids a sense of curi-
osity and wonder about the world. 
He helps them see that we are all 
scientists when we ask questions, 
collect information and interpret 
what we found. He teaches science 
that is accessible to everyone and 
still academically rigorous. We will 
all miss him.”

Besides teaching at St. Anthony 
Park Elementary, Schrankler has 
written science and engineering 
curricula, coached educators and 
has taught post-secondary class-
es at the University of Minneso-
ta, Dual Language Immersion 
Schools, the Minnesota Grow Your 

Own Teacher licensure program 
and Concordia University. 

In retirement, Schrankler said 

he plans to continue teaching 
some post-secondary classes 
among a long list of other activi-

ties including spending time with 
his family. 

“My family has started a foun-
dation in my youngest daughter’s 
name (Laura), who passed away at 
the age of 25 in July of 2022 from 
sudden cardiac arrest,” Schrankler 
said. “Our foundation raises funds 
to award scholarships for gradu-
ating seniors at her high school. 
I look forward to spending more 
time working on the foundation 
mission and to grow our partner-
ship with the Big Brothers, Big Sis-
ters program.”

Reflecting on his career Schran-
kler said, “Being a science spe-
cialist in an elementary school is 
simply the best teaching job there 
is anywhere. I would not have 
changed one thing about my ca-
reer path from the district to the 
schools where I have taught. 

“I can’t thank the community 
enough for the support over the 
years. I have always felt supported 
by our community in everything 
I have done. SAP is an amazing 
place.”  n

Sarah CR Clark lives in St. Antho-
ny Park and is a regular freelance 
writer for the Bugle. 

James Schrankler greeting parents and students outside St. Anthony 
Park Elementary School, where he has been a fixture for more than two 
decades. Photo by Sarah CR Clark.

The first grant from the new Michael Brasel Fund for Youth is going to  
Big Brothers Big Sisters Twin Cities. Photo provided by St. Anthony Park 
Community Foundation.

Thinking of a move? 
You can rely on me for professional 
friendly service with years of 
experience in The Park,
and knowledge of the current
and changing housing landscape. 
Let’s talk about your future 
real estate needs.

Chris Deming
612.414.2785

www.Christopherdeming.com
2190 Como Ave, St. Paul 55108

HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS

St. Anthony Park Dental Care
2278 Como Avenue
Nate Cogswell, DDS
Allison Forbes, DDS

Paul Kirkegaard, DDS 
Nadine Yacoub, DDS

Phone/Text: 651-644-9216
frontdesk@sapdentalcare.com

Skon Chiropractic
651-644-3900 • www.skonchiro.com

To add your business to this listing, contact Sonia Ellis:  
sonia.ellis@parkbugle.org or (651) 226 1274 (voice message/text)

Attention  
Caregivers

Meet with our staff
Apply in person

Bring two forms of ID
Raffle for a $250 VISA gift card

We are ready to hire!
Personal Care Attendants

Direct Support Professionals

Starting Pay $16 an hour | 401K
Set your schedule | Earn bonuses

Join us on Friday, May 31st
from 10 am – 3 pm

1543 Como Ave, St. Paul, MN

651-789-2299 | mycaringpro.com

$250,000. Money raised goes into 
the endowed fund, which builds 
principal and the invested income 
is used for the annual grant.” 

People interested in support-
ing the annual grant program can 
send donations to SAP Community 
Foundation, PO Box 8038, St. Paul, 
MN 55108 or through the Foun-
dation’s GiveMN page, givemn.
org/organization/Saint-Anthony- 
Park-Community-Foundation.  n

Julie Drechsler is the executive di-
rector of the St. Anthony Park Com-
munity Foundation. 

Brasel Fund from p. 1 

Tell our Park Bugle advertisers 
you saw their ad here! 

They’re why we can provide 
the neighborhood news  

you need for FREE!

Michael Brasel Fund 
for Youth Grant
at the Library music stage during the  

Art Festival  
on June 1st at 12:45 PM.

Come visit our table at the children’s craft tent near Library!

presents its first recipient of the

Donate to the  
Michael Brasel Fund for Youth Grant 
by scanning the QR code or by visiting 
www.givemn.org/donate/ 
Saint-Anthony-Park-Community-Foundation

https://www.givemn.org/organization/Saint-Anthony-Park-Community-Foundation
https://www.givemn.org/organization/Saint-Anthony-Park-Community-Foundation
https://www.givemn.org/organization/Saint-Anthony-Park-Community-Foundation
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June 10, last day of school for St. Paul Public Schools
Compiled by Sarah CR Clark

Murray Middle School
Submitted by Principal  
Jamin McKenzie
Minnesota History Day  
state and national contests 
Thirty-four students represented 
Murray Middle School at the Min-
nesota History Day State compe-
tition on Saturday, April 20, at the 
Minneapolis Convention Center. 

Eleven students won honorable 
mention and seven won topical 
prizes:  Scout Murch Gordon (Min-
nesota’s Laws and Courts prize), 
Ingrid Bollman (Africa Studies 
Prize), Maeve Callahan-Schreiber 
(Educational History), Susie Elewell 
(Memorial Prize), and Charlie An-
derson, Peter Laska and Emmett 
Loth (Minnesota Experience Doc-
umentary Prize).

Four History Day projects from 
Murray students have advanced to 
the History Day National Compe-
tition June 9-13 at the University 
of Maryland: Sylvia McRoberts 
for her website Courage and Grit: 
Virginia Hall, the Spy who Helped 
Win World War II; Scout Murch- 
Gordon for her exhibit Griswold 
v. Connecticut: Legalizing Birth 
Control; Charlie Anderson, Pe-
ter Laska & Emmett Loth for their 
documentary “The Seven Coun-
tries Study”; and Maeve Callah-
an-Schreiber for her documentary 
“Sunny Days: A Turning Point In 
Children’s Television.” 

Principal Jamin McKenzie said 
Murray’s Most Valuable Historian 
(MVH) Award has gone to Paloma 
Dashevsky for her performance on 
Dolores Huerta. 

Murray social studies teacher 
Carrie Newman said the MVH 
Award is given to a student whose 
project shows historical integrity, 
perseverance and creativity. 

“Paloma not only did an amaz-
ing job with her performance, she 
was also chosen by the Minnesota 
History Day program to be filmed, 
as her performance was incredibly 
powerful,” Newman said. 

St. Anthony Park 
Elementary
Submitted by Principal Karen Duke
Running Club
SAP Elementary’s Running Club 
was a rousing success again this 
year, with more than 200 runners 
in grades 1 to 5 participating. Run-
ners trained twice a week, running 
together after school. A culminat-
ing 1-mile race was scheduled for 
May 15. 

Principal Karen Duke said fam-
ily members, volunteers and staff 
helped in making the program 

successful, adding, “a big thanks to 
physical education teacher Karen 
Paulsen who keeps the event run-
ning strong!”

Pre-K program returning
Nature Discovery Pre-K will be 
back at SAP Elementary next fall, 
also serving three-year-olds. 
During the 2023-24 school year, 
the pre-K program served about 25 
four-year-olds, about half of whom 
are enrolled at SAP for kindergar-
ten in the fall of 2024. 

Duke said, “We hope to continue 
to grow the program.”

Avalon School
Submitted by Tim Quealy, program 
coordinator
Staff nominated for award
Three teachers from Avalon School 
were nominated for The Minnesota 
Charter School Leadership Award 
in March. Carrie Bakker, Gretchen 

Sage-Martinson and Nora Whalen 
are all founding staff of Avalon, a 
St. Paul charter school that opened 
in 2001. 

Avalon teacher Tim Quealy not-
ed that for these three teachers, 
“This year marks their 20th year 
of graduates!” 

According to mncharterschools.
org, the award recognizes people 
who have “demonstrated ongoing 
organizational and academic lead-
ership, professionalism, innova-
tion, and community engagement.”

Twin Cities German 
Immersion School
Submitted by Paige Yurczyk, com-
munications and outreach director
Eighth-grade Capstone 
Exchange program 
Thirty-seven TCGIS eighth grad-
ers completed their 17-day ex-
change program in Germany 
during May. 

“Students returned with won-
derful stories and experiences of 
daily life as a teen in northwestern 
Germany,” Yurczyk said, 

Besides attending school and 
traveling with host families, stu-
dents visit local farms and his-
torical sites (like the castle Burg 
Bentheim), and toured the city of 
Münster. 

Yurczyk explained, “TCGIS has 
three partner schools in Gronau, 
Ochtrup and Schöppingen, Ger-
many, near the German-Dutch 
border. Last September, TCGIS 
eighth graders hosted 38 German 
teens from these schools, and this 

spring’s two-week visit concluded 
this year’s Capstone exchange. 

“The TCGIS Capstone Exchange 
is the culmination of nine years 
of language-learning for TCGIS 
students and an enriching oppor-
tunity to put all of their hard work 
and learning to use in real-life sit-
uations in Germany.”

Yurczyk said TCGIS has one of 
the largest back-to-back exchange 
programs in the U.S. This year, a 
total of 74 TCGIS and German 
students participated. The 2025 
program is expected to serve more 
than 100 students, including up to 
60 students from the TCGIS.   n

Sarah CR Clark lives in St. Anthony 
Park and is a Bugle freelance writer 
covering schools. 

T. Mychael Rambo, an internationally known actor and performer, 
completed his artist-in-residency with SAP Elementary first-graders in 
April. Students, led by Rambo, delighted families with their recitations 
of original poems, movement, call-and-response and other performing 
skills. Photo by Sarah CR Clark. 

Twin Cities German Immersion 
School students celebrated Earth 
Day by helping with neighborhood 
cleanup. Pictured are fourth-grade 
students cleaning the walkway 
around Como Lake. Photo 
courtesy of Twin Cities German 
Immersion School. 

A Public Charter Kindergarten with a Preschool Option  
for Children 33 Months and Older

Our program is intentionally designed to foster equity, community, and connections with nature.

499 Wacouta St., Saint Paul, MN 55101 
info@waterlilymontessori.org  •  651-227-7483 Become a Tutor! Join.ReadingandMath.org

An afterschool program
for lifelong learners

https://mncharterschools.org/
https://mncharterschools.org/
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Como Park High School news 
By Eric Erickson

Voter Registration 
The League of Women Voters 
(LWV) collaborated with senior 
AP Government leaders to ed-
ucate fellow students about vot-
er registration for 18-year-olds 
and pre-registration for 16- and 
17-year-olds. The senior leaders 
visited tables during lunches to 
help classmates complete the vot-
er registration process and dis-
cuss how crucial voting is in our 
democracy.

“Working with the student 
volunteers was extra wonderful,” 
said LWV organizer Chris Schnie-
ders. “They energetically moved 
through the crowd with profes-
sionalism and enthusiasm. They 
set the standard, making a signif-
icant contribution to our goal of 
increasing voters in Minnesota.”

Robotics success 
The Como robotics team, known 
as BEASTBot 2855 in the robotics 
world, concluded its “best season 
ever,” according to its coaches. 
Given their participation in two 
regional events for the first time 
in program history, and reaching 
the semifinals in both, it’s hard to 
argue.

After a successful showing in 
Duluth at the Northern Lights 
Regional, BEASTBot concluded 

its season at the 10,000 Lakes Re-
gional in Minneapolis, reaching 
the final four and finishing just shy 
of reaching the world champion-
ships in Texas. 

Led by several resourceful and 
intelligent seniors, the team’s taste 
of success is expected to motivate 
the underclassmen to work harder 
and reach an even higher level next 
year. There are plans to study com-
puter coding and computer-aided 
design (CAD) over the summer. 

The team is also building more 
practice robots and continuing to 
raise money to ensure the team can 
participate in multiple regional 
tournaments in 2025.

AP Exams 
After a year of rigorous college-lev-
el learning, Como students in Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) courses 
took exams during May for their 
subject-specific courses. 

Collectively, students complet-
ed hundreds of exams covering 
content from 14 different cours-
es taught at Como, with the goal 
of showing what they know and 
potentially earning college credit.

Prom and graduation 
After completing AP exams, Como 
Park juniors and seniors celebrated 
the 2024 Prom on Friday, May 17, 
at the Landmark Center in down-
town St. Paul.

The commencement ceremo-
ny for the Como class of 2024 will 
take place downtown St. Paul in 
the Roy Wilkins Auditorium on 
Wednesday, June 5, at 8 p.m. The 
final day of school for ninth, tenth 
and eleventh graders is June 10. 
Staff will close out the academic 
year on June 11.  n

Eric Erickson is a social studies 
teacher at Como Park Senior High 
School and a regular freelance con-
tributor to the Bugle. 

The Como Robotics team reached 
the final four at the 10,000 Lakes 
Regional, a competition with more 
than 60 teams. Photo by Michael 
Fischer.

Boys Volleyball serves up a winner
The boys volleyball team at Como Park Senior High is having a banner 
season, posting a 9-1 record with five games to go as we went to press. 
Above, junior Soe Reh spikes the ball in a match against Harding High 
as teammates Kwai Lay Lo (#11) and Roony Yang (#23) look on. 

At press time the boys were tied for 1st place in the Central Division 
of the Minnesota Boys High School Volleyball Association.  This is the 
final year of “club” volleyball before it becomes a Minnesota State High 
School League-sanctioned sport in 2025. 

For more Cougar sports news, go to page 20. Photo by Lou Michaels.

stppride.org

ST. PAUL PRIDE
June 15th Rice Park

Launch Party 10am
Bulldog Lowertown

.

Live Music!

Family Fun!

Food!

Block Party!

Best. Pizza. Ever.

1909 Lexington Ave N     651-493-4360     ParkwayPizzaMN.com 

Free delivery, 
carry-out, or dine in!

$2.99  

off any pizza

Online use code:

Bugle

Trivia Night!Mondaysat 7pm Win Prizes!

Date Night!Weds & Thurs $35 includes 14" combo 
with a free bottle of  wine or pitcher  of beer
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Celebrate your graduate  
by placing an ad in our July issue.

Honor Your 
Graduate 
in the 
Park Bugle!

NEW THIS YEAR! Graduation photos will be printed in full color.

Add QR code

TWO SIZES / RATE OPTIONS:
$30 = 1 column wide x 1.625" tall
88 characters for your message (approximately 20 words)

$50 = 2 column wide x 1.625" tall
150 characters for your message (Approximately 30 words)

Go to parkbugle.org/graduation-ads
Or scan this QR code. Once there, fill in all form 
fields, upload a high resolution photo, select 
size of ad, and submit payment via PayPal. 

Not to scale

DEADLINE: Wednesday, June 5, 2024

First Middle LastName
School Name

Congratulations! We are so proud of you! 

Wishing you a great new adventure in life! We love you!
Mom, Dad, Sister, Brother, Grandma, Grandpa

First Middle LastNameSchool Name

Congratulations! We are so proud of you!  Wishing you all the best 

on the next adventure in your life!
We love you!

Mom, Dad, Sister, Brother, Grandma, Grandpa

First Middle LastNameSchool Name

Congratulations! We are so proud of you!  
Wishing you all the best on the next 
adventure in your life!We love you!

Mom, Dad, Sister, Brother, Grandma, Grandpa

PHOTO
WILL GO

HERE

First Middle LastName
School NameCongratulations! We are so proud 

of you! Wishing you a great new 
adventure in life! We love you!Mom, Dad, Sister, Brother, Grandma, Grandpa

PHOTO
WILL GO

HERE

PHOTO
WILL GO

HERE

PHOTO
WILL GO

HERE

https://www.parkbugle.org/graduation-ads/
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SAP Arts Festival three featured artists 
By Janet Wight

The 55th annual St. Anthony Park Arts Festi-
val will fill the neighborhood with arts galore 
on Saturday, June 1. 

This year’s one-day celebration will feature 
more than 50 juried artists on and near the 
grounds of the neighborhood library along 
with musicians, a community plant sale and 
a giant used book sale. 

The featured artists for 2024 are Anna 
Stark, Warren Slocum and Melinda Wolff. 

Anna Stark 
Self-taught oil paint-
er Anna Stark special-
izes in photo realism. 
She paints nostalgic 
objects such as vin-
tage candies, gaming 
consoles and pop cans 

with an eye for detail.
In 2020, Stark began teaching herself to 

create paintings that resemble photographs.
Frequently, people attending art fairs pass 

by her booth assuming that her intricate 
paintings are actually photographs. Once 
they realize that they are looking at oil paint-
ings, they are frequently surprised.

“I am going for that wow factor,” she said. “I 
am also going for a three-dimensional look.”

Her aim is to pull on the heartstrings of 
potential customers, she explained. She also 
paints colorful floral arrangements.

From a young age, Stark enjoyed being 
a crafter and creating art. She attended the 
Perpich Center for Arts Education in Golden 
Valley but focused on film and photography. 

Painting is a new medium that she has 
been exploring for the past few years, be-

ginning with watercolors, then moving to 
acrylics and finally graduating to oil paints. 
She has spent thousands of hours perfect-
ing her craft and it is now starting to pay 
off, she said.

Growing up in Richfield, Stark’s home 
was filled with oil paintings created by her 
great-grandmother. She always admired 
those paintings. Now that she is an oil paint-
er herself, she feels a close connection to her 
great-grandmother.

Prices for Stark’s original artwork range 
from $150 to $3,000. Prints, magnets and 
stickers are also available, ranging in price 
from $4 to $20.

Her advice to 
budding artists? 
“Paint what is in 
your heart and 
what brings you 
joy,” she said. 

Stark attended 
Columbia College 
Chicago and ma-
jored in marketing. 
She is employed 
full-time at a local 

nonprofit agency in addition to her roles as 
an artist and mother of three children.

She is not afraid to admit that her goal 
is to be famous and to be known around 
the world. For more information, or to view 
Stark’s art, visit artbyannastark.com.

Warren Slocum 
New Richmond, 
Wisconsin, artist 
Warren Slocum 
specializes in mir-
rors and stained-
glass windows in 
a variety of styles, 
shapes and sizes.

“My glass work 
includes tradi-
tional leaded glass 
techniques, as well 
as innovative use 
of new procedures, 

to make both my stained-glass windows/
mirrors and my kiln-produced cast/fused 
designs, all of which are original,” according 
to a statement provided by Slocum on the 
festival website.

Additionally, he makes his own wood 
frames out of oak. Aluminum and rounded 
copper frames are also options, he added.

Slocum’s website, frontiernet.net/~dooda, 
includes examples of his handiwork. Custom 
work is available upon request. “The substi-
tution of colors, alteration of dimensions, 
and many other factors influence the final 
outcome of pieces…,” he explained.

Melinda Wolff
The rich and varied 
hues of exotic and 
domestic woods are 
featured in the bold 
necklaces designed by 
artist Melinda Wolff.

Using scrap pieces 
from her husband Brian’s woodworking 
shop, Wolff creates necklaces, earrings and 
bracelets with sustainability in mind, she 
said, with a price range of $30 to $300.

No stains or dyes are used when creating 
the jewelry. Instead, the pieces are coated 
with resin, which accentuates the natural 
beauty of the wood, she said.

Growing up in Woodbury, Wolff and her 
sisters spent hours in the backyard immersed 
in nature, where her early imagination and 
creativity took shape, she explained. These 
early experiences provided her with a “really 
beautiful appreciation for Mother Nature,” 
she added.

“I’ve always been an artist even when I 
was a little kid. I would always be drawing 
or coloring,” she said.

Wolff graduated from the College of Saint 
Benedict, majoring in studio art while focus-
ing on ceramics, jewelry and painting. She 
has also explored watercolor and stained 
glass.

After college, Wolff worked in creative 
fields as well as in the corporate world. About 
eight years ago she decided to pursue her 
dream of becoming a full-time artist. It has 
been her labor of love ever since.

Wolff relishes the process of creating art. 
“Seeing my creativity brings joy to the people 
that see my work,” she said. 

Her handiwork led to the Best in Show 
award for jewelry at the Lakeville Art Fes-
tival, and she also received an honorable 
mention at the Eagan Art Festival.

In her spare time, Wolff enjoys visiting 
Minnesota state parks and tent camping with 

her husband, accompanied by their dog Wal-
ter. She also enjoys reading mysteries and 
other genres and she has a “crazy knack” for 
finding four-leaf clovers, she said.

Her suggestions to artists just starting out 
are applicable to many pursuits. “You don’t 
have to know everything in order to start 
creating. Everyone is a beginner at some 
point,” she said.	

 “Don’t stop because of a rejection,” she 
added. “Try to learn from it and keep going.”. 
She also recommends making friends with 
other artists.

Wolff ’s jewelry is available at a variety of 
boutiques and galleries throughout Minne-
sota. To learn more visit melindawolff.com.

Visit sapfest.org for more information, a 
detailed schedule, a festival map or to make 
a donation.  n

Janet Wight lives in the Como neighborhood 
and is a regular Bugle freelance writer. 

S T .  A N T H O N Y  P A R K  A R T S  F E S T I V A L

Pink Ring Pop  
by Anna Stark.

Jukebox  
by Warren Slocum.

Truly Madly Deeply by Anna Stark.

Deco Vee Mirror by Warren Slocum.

Inspiration necklace by Melinda Wolff.

Essence necklace by Melinda Wolff.

So your chosen family 
can be there when you 
need them most.
Complete Your Estate Plan This Pride Month

Christine B. Courtney, Attorney at Law

chris@courtneylawoffice.com 
(612) 356-2635

www.courtneylawoffice.com

#parkbugleTag us on your SAP Art Fest photos!

https://www.artbyannastark.com/
https://melindawolff.com/
https://www.sapfest.org/
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Directory of artists, music and activities June 1

All Day Activities
Book Sale 
Library, lower level

St. Anthony Park History Tent   
Booths 52 & 53 

St. Anthony Park Original  
Artwork Map Auction   
See the art inside the History Tent

Boy Scout Climbing Tower  
Luther Lawn

Terra Firma Lawn Games  
Luther Lawn

Scheduled Activities
Story Time: Crankie  
Storytelling (for all ages)  
with Alisa Mee  
10 am – 11:30 am 
Library Garden

Beer & Mead Tent    
12:00 – 4:15 pm 
Library Garden 

SAP Foundation Presents  
1st Michael Brasel Grant    
12:45 – 1:00 pm 
Library Stage

Ceramics
1	 Amy Von Bargen
11	 Susan Koehler
14	 Mary Green
26	 Kathy Reinartz
33	 Wendy Eggerman
41	 Heidi Van Schooten
59	 Karis Montanez
67	 James Bottomley
73	 Peter Paul
75	 John Steger

Fiber & Wearable
6	 Judy Durie
8	 Jacques Elate Joss
15	 Kelly Radotich
19	 Annabella Sardelis
21	 Sidney Bell
24	 Barbara Geurink
29	 Ty Warbuck
40	 Barbara  
	 Schendel-Kent
72	 Cindy Brown

* 2024 Featured artist

Glass & Enamel
32	 Warren Slocum*
39	 Mary Ila Duntemann

Jewelry
7	 Judy Christensen
9	 Anne Wayman
16	 Kannika Brueske
22	 John Bartunek
27	 Sarah Flicek
30	 Ann Aas
36	 Jenny Levernier
54	 Melinda Wolff*
60	 Erin Smouse
69	 Melanie Lieb
65	 Alison Reitsma
68	 Madeline Allen

Mixed Media
12	 Kelly Carlson
20	 Emily Donovan
35	 Lauren Strom
71	 Jean Haefele

Painting & Drawing
3	 Myra Lynne
5	 Emily Walker
10	 Jessie Eckroad
13	 Anjana Parua
28	 Christy Dickinson
31	 Anna Stark*
34	 Regan Golden
37	 Mark Cosimini
57	 Lauren Gengler
64	 Heather Humbert
66	 Laine Swanson

Paper & Printmaking
17	 Kendra Gebbia
25	 Alexandra Prince
76	 Emily Koehler

Photography
2	 Rachel Cain

Sculpture
23	 Thomas Sack	
61	 David DeMattia

Wood
4	 Gwen Comings
18	 Dan Onkka
38	 Joshua Nelson
50	 Peter Dirks
58	 Aryn Kern
70	 Paul Georgieff
74	 Robert Offord

Other Vendors
51 	 Josina Supplies
55	 651 Mayday	
77	 MehndiMadeMemories 

Food Vendors
Lemon Heaven	
Tibet Momo
Best Way Gyros
Carnaval Mexican Grill
Abogados Café Coffee
HomeTown Creamery
Eggroll Queen
Mabel’s Old-fashioned  
  Kettle Corn
Diventuri Concessions

Emergency
First Aid, Lost Kids  
& Lost & Found  
Info Booth, on the  
corner of Como & Carter

Urgent Care 
HealthPartners Como Clinic, 
2500 Como Ave.

Emergency — Call 911

Community Booths
42	 Park Bugle
43	 Combat To Creative
44	 Crafts 4 Cats
45	 SAP Area Seniors
46	 SAP Community Council
47	 Creative Enterprise Zone
48	 Transition Town
49	 SAP Community  
	 Foundation
78	 Community Homestead
79	 SAP School Association
80 	 Big Brothers Big Sisters
	 Twin Cities

Music Lineup
Library Stage
10 AM	 Dan Chouinard  
	 & Ann Reed
11 AM	 The Hampden 	  
	 Rounders
Noon	 Barrel Flash
12:45 PM	 SAP Foundation
1 PM	 Granger’s  
	 Moonshine	
2 PM	 The Northerly Gales
3 PM	 Ted Olsen  
	 and Friends
4 PM	 Pig’s Eye Jazz Band

Seminary Stage
10 AM	 Ava Levy
11 AM	 Too Many Tonys
Noon	 Minnesota  
	 Bluegrass Band
1 PM	 Duskers
2 PM	 The May North
3 PM	 Sun Wave  
	 Mountain Cave Band
4 PM	 Luke LeBlanc

FFrroonntt  AAvveennuuee  PPootttteerryy  
EEddiinnaa  AArrtt  FFaaiirr    MMaayy  3311--JJuunnee  22      

    5500tthh  &&  FFrraannccee  
((FFrrii  aafftteerrnnoooonn  ooppeenneerr!!))    

WWaayyzzaattaa  AArrtt  EExxppeerriieennccee    JJuunnee  2222--2233      
LLaakkee  SSttrreeeett,,  WWaayyzzaattaa  MMNN    

((SSaaiill  bbooaatt  rriiddeess!!))  
MMNN  PPootttteerryy  FFeessttiivvaall    JJuullyy  2277--2288  

MMaassoonniicc  WWeesstt  RRiivveerr  PPaarrkk,,  HHuuttcchhiinnssoonn  
((ffuunn  ffoorr  aallll  ww//ffoooodd  &&  bbeevv  ttrruucckkss!!))  

M-F  9-5 
651-489-4374 

Unique Handmade Dinner & Serving Ware/See website for info! 
Clay Studio & Gallery  895 Front Ave. Saint Paul 

Free in store Wine Tas� ngs are back!

www.thelittlewineshoppe.com

2305 Como Ave., St. Paul
651.645.5178

Every 3rd � ursday of the month, 4:30-7 p.m.
During Arts Festival, June 1st, 1-4 p.m.

M-�  10 a.m.-8 p.m., 
F-Sat. 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Sun. 12-5 p.m.

Saint Anthony Park Hand-Drawn Map 
Online Auction Fundraiser
Place your bid today!
All proceeds support SAP Library 
Branch Association programming

sapfest.org/sap-map-auction

(651) 645 7862 
www.carteravenueframeshop.com

Weekdays 10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
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Tag us on your  
SAP Art Fest 

photos!

@park_bugle

@parkbugle
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The Minnesota State Fair is now hiring for a variety 
of summer-long jobs. Explore offi  ce positions and 
internship opportunities that run May-September.

HELP US GEAR UP FOR
THE 12 Best DAYS OF SUMMER!

Workshops - Custom Design - Retail
2230 Carter Ave #7, St. Paul - Milton Square

www.themakery.space / @themakery.space
(612) 756-9499

Lic:BC673777terraf irmamn.com651-207-5575

Committed to making our neighborhood and city a better place to live and work.

Dine in or Take out Tuesday-Sunday 7am-2pm
2315 Como Ave. St. Paul 651-797-4027 

www.colossalcafe.com

Yard Games

Children's
Book Sale

Used 

Book

Sale

Library
Garden

St. Anthony Park

Branch LibraryLibrary

Stage

Beer & Mead
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Thank you to our Event Sponsors

P
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L
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St. Anthony Park Branch Library Association

Thank you to our Media & Activity Sponsors

Visit our booth at Como and Carter avenues anytime from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Saturday, June 1 to take a picture or shoot a video of yourself inside 
the golden picture frame. While you’re there, munch on some candy and 
salty snacks (Bugles, of course!), pick up a copy of the paper and even offer 
us your suggestions and story ideas. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Get framed by the Bugle at the  
St. Anthony Park Arts Festival!
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Healthcare,  
Housing & Services 
for Older Adults 
since 1906

www.lyngblomsten.org  •  (651) 646-2941

Senior Housing with Assisted Living Services  •  Rehab &  
Transitional Care  •  Alzheimer’s & Parkinson’s Care  •  Long-term 
Nursing Care  •   Community Services  •   Caregiver Support

St. Paul

Sending love on a heartbreaking anniversary 
The first weekend of May marked one year since the mur-
der of Michael Brasel, shot as he interrupted an auto theft 
outside his St. Anthony Park home on Chilcombe Avenue. 

In remembrance, several neighbors created a block-long 
sidewalk chalk-art installation on the side of the street where 

his widow, Hilary, and sons Oliver and Miles live. Among 
the contributing sidewalk artists were Kati Bruhn (top right 
photo) and daughters Mae (far left) and Josephine (center). 

Brasel, a residential carpenter and popular youth hockey 
coach, was shot early in the morning of May 6, 2023, when 

he noticed two teens breaking into Hilary’s car and tried to 
intervene. Months later, 17-year-old Kle Swee was sentenced 
to 25-and-a-half years in prison for the killing, and 18-year-
old Ta Mla pleaded guilty to aiding and abetting, resulting 
in a 15-year sentence.  n

Photos by Lou Michaels

Providing resources and support for 
neighborhood seniors through:

• Grocery delivery
•  Transportation to and from  

medical appointments
• Care-giver support
• In-home IT support
• Monthly lunch-ins
• BP clinic
• Friendly visitors
• Compassionate chaperones
• Chore support
• Spring and fall yard clean-up
•  Fee-based services: income-based  

homemaking, non-diabetic foot care.

www.comoconnects.org
To learn more, contact our office 651-642-1127.

ComoConnects  is looking for  volunteer drivers to escort seniors to  and from doctor  appointments.
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Art Shows 
All that Glitters is… 
An exhibit of landscapes on gold by 
Bob Schmitt of Laughing Waters 
Studio during regular store hours 
at boréal Art Loft, June 1-28, at 2276 
Como Ave. Schmitt will be at the 
Art Loft from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Saturdays, June 1, 8 and 15. Check 
with boréal for opening reception 
date. shop.boreal.life.

Witaj! Polish Art Showcase 
The Clifford Place Collection of 
contemporary Polish artists pres-
ents a gallery selection of posters 
and original art from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Fridays-Sundays during June 
at Vandalia Tower, 550 Vandalia 
St. A seminar, “Polish Posters in 
MN—A Note from The Collectors,” 
will be offered at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
June 1, followed by a gallery recep-
tion from 4 to 8 p.m. Art details:  
cliffordplacecollection.com.

Solar tour
Does going solar make “cents” 
for you? Come to Peace Lutheran 
Church, 1744 Walnut St. in Lau-
derdale at 1 p.m., Saturday, June 8, 
and find out. Peace Lutheran is 
sponsoring a free walking tour of 
three solar installations (all within 
three blocks of the church). After 
the tour, return to Peace church 
for refreshments and conversation. 
Solar owners will be available to 
answer questions and provide first-
hand information.

Next Chapter Booksellers 
Look for three visiting authors 
with a Minnesota connection 
at the Next Chapter Booksellers 
during June: J. Ryan Stradal in 
conversation with Kate Gibson, 
Monday, June 10; Joe Friedrichs, 
Wednesday, June 12; and David 
Housewright, Tuesday, June 25, 
6 to 7 p.m. at 38 Snelling Ave. S.

Community sing
Musician Dan Chouinard and 
singer-songwriter Ann Reed will 
lead a community sing-along at 
7 p.m. on Monday, June 17, at St. 
Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 2136 
Carter Ave. All singing abilities are 
welcome. Free. 

Gibbs Farm
Gibbs Farm: Pathways to Dakota 
& Pioneer Life, 2097 Larpenteur 
Ave. W., opens for the season from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays begin-
ning May 25. Guided tours are of-

fered on the hour or visit on your 
own. $10-$5; free for children 3 
and under and RCHS members.  
rchs.com/gibbs-farm/visit-us.

Como Park 
Groovin’ In The Garden: 
The annual summer music se-
ries returns from 6 to 8 p.m. on 
Wednesdays, June 5–July 24, in 
front of the Marjorie McNeely 
Conservatory, 1225 Estabrook Dr. 
Free. comozooconservatory.org.

Senior strolls: 
Self-guided walk through Como 
Zoo and the Marjorie McNeely 
Conservatory. 9-10 a.m., Sunday, 
June 9, and Tuesday, June 18. Ad-
mission is free, but reservations 
required: comozooconservatory.
org/como/senior-strolls.

Beauty and the Beast: 
Staged by the Rosetown Playhouse 
at 7 p.m. on July 11-13 and July 19-
20 and at 1 p.m. on Sundays, July 
14 and 21, Como Lakeside Pavilion, 
360 Lexington Pkwy N. Tickets, 
$10-$20, available at the door or 
online at rosetownplayhouse.org.  

Dock & Paddle’s Summer Series 
The annual summer performance 
series’ schedule at Como Lakeside 
Pavilion can be found online at 
dockandpaddle.com.

Summer Solstice 
Midsommar 
Enjoy the longest day of the year 
as the American Swedish Insti-
tute celebrates Midsommar from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, June 15, 
at 2600 Park Ave., Minneapolis. 
Make fresh-flower head wreaths 
(purchase kits), sing songs, listen 
to live music and dance around the 
midsommarstång (maypole). Ad-
vance tickets: $6-$15; free for ages 
5 and under. Walk-up tickets: $18 
per person. asimn.org.

Summer Solstice  
Solar Observing 
Noon-1 p.m., Thursday, June 20, 
Bell Museum, 2088 Larpenteur 
Ave. W. Celebrate the longest day-

light period of the year with so-
lar telescopes and learn why the 
amount of daylight seen changes 
throughout the year. This event is 
included with regular admission: 
$12-$15; free for Bell Museum 
members, University of Minnesota 
students and Indigenous peoples. 
bellmuseum.umn.edu.

Juneteenth 
University of Minnesota 
Juneteenth Celebration 
The University of Minnesota will 
host its third annual block party 
and commemorative march from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, June 15, 
at the Robert J. Jones Urban Re-
search and Outreach-Engagement 
Center (UROC), 2001 Plymouth 
Ave. N., Minneapolis. 

This free event centers on the 
theme of “We Are the Noise: The 
Echoes of Our Ancestors.” Ven-
dors, speakers, workshops, poster 
showcases, storytellers, musicians, 
performers, DJs, roller skating, 
books, free food, free haircuts, 
art-making, a bouncy house, a 
petting zoo and more. Details at 
juneteenth.umn.edu.

Historic Fort Snelling 
Juneteenth tours 
Learn about the early Black com-
munities, free and enslaved, in 
what would become the state of 
Minnesota, and about the African 
Americans newly arriving during 
the Civil War.

Tours at 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 and 
2:30 p.m., Wednesday, June 19, at 
200 Tower Ave. (juncture of Min-
nesota Highways 5 and 55). Admis-
sion $8-$12; free for children ages 
4 and under, MNHS members, 
Native Americans and veterans. 
mnhs.org/events/1622

Women’s Drum Center 
Drum Basics: 6 to 7 p.m. Monday, 
June 10, at 2242 University Ave. W. 
Note: This class starts an hour later 
than previous Drum Basics classes. 
Drums are provided. $15. Register 
at womendrumcenter.org.

Minnesota Youth Symphonies 
Audition for the 2024-2025 sea-
son: Noon to 6 p.m., Friday, June 
14, and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, 
June 15, at Macalester College, 
Janet Wallace Fine Arts Center, 
130 Macalester St. S. There is a $52 
audition fee; fee waived for viola, 
horn, trombone, tuba, string bass; 
need-based scholarships available. 

Summer String Camp: Open to 
violin, viola, cello and bass players. 
No audition is required. 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., June 24-28, at Messiah Epis-
copal Church, 1631 Ford Parkway. 
The fee is $425; reduced fees are 
available. 

Camp details and registration at 
mnyouthsymphonies.org.

Neighbors of Alden Square Park 
All events take place at 1160 Gibbs 
Ave., are free and open to all ages 
and pet friendly.

Game Night: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, June 13. Play table games, 
badminton, volleyball, croquet or 
cornhole. Bring a snack to share.

Barrel Flash concert: 7 p.m. Fri-
day, June 28. Music reflects folk 
traditions of the U.S., U.K. and 
Ireland. Sweet Fruci’s ice cream 
truck will drive by. Bring your own 
snacks and beverages.

Senior activities 
St. Anthony Park Area Seniors’ cal-
endar for May. Unless specified, 
registration is not necessary.
In-person activities include:
•	Walk with ease: 9:30 to 10:30 

a.m. on Wednesdays and Fri-
days in June. Meet at Como 
Lakeside Pavilion, 1360 Lex-
ington Parkway N. Call the 
office to register.

•	Tai Ji Quan: Moving for Better 
Balance. 2 to 3 p.m., on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays in June at The 
Legends at Berry, 777 Berry St.

•	Luncheon: Pizza Lucé. 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m., Wednesday, 
June 5, at 2851 Snelling Ave. N., 
Roseville.

•	Concert in the Park: Music by 
Swingin’ on a Star. 7 to 8 p.m., 
Tuesday, June 11, at Lauderdale 
Community Park, corner of 
Pleasant Street and Roselawn 
Avenue W.

•	Handiwork Group: St. Antho-
ny Park Public Library. 10 a.m. 
to noon, Thursday, June 13, at 
2245 Como Ave.

•	Game day: 10 to 11:45 a.m., 
Tuesday, June 25, at Centennial 
United Methodist Church, St. 
Anthony Park Campus, 2200 
Hillside Ave.

Hybrid: Call 651-642-9052  
for Zoom link.

•	Caregiver Support Group: 
10 to 11 a.m., Thursday, June 6. 
In-person meeting at Centen-
nial United Methodist Church, 
St. Anthony Park Campus, 2200 
Hillside Ave., or via Zoom. 

•	Grief and Loss Group: 11:15 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Thursday, 
June 6, at 2200 Hillside Ave. or 
via Zoom.

Virtual: Call 651-642-9052  
for connection instructions.

•	Poetry class with Dave Healy: 
2:30-3:30 p.m., Thursday, June 6. 

•	Lunch Bunch: Noon to 1 p.m., 
Wednesdays, June 19.

Kathy Henderson lives in St. Paul 
and is a freelance writer for the Bugle.

Our Business is Community

We are a Twin Cities-based real estate 
company that’s in it for the long run.

wellingtonmgt.com

E V E N T S  A N D  M O R E

Compiled by Kathy Henderson

www.sapaseniors.org 651.642.9052x

Saint Anthony Park Area Seniors

Concert in the Park
Bring a lawn chair or blanket and join us to hear 
a concert by Swingin’ on  
a Star, a group that plays 
the joyous music of the 
Great American Songbook. 
All are welcome to sit, listen 
or dance!

Tuesday, June 11, 7:00-8:00 pm  
at Lauderdale Community Park  
1885 Fulham Street, Lauderdale

Co-sponsored by the 
Falcon Heights- 
Lauderdale Lions Club

Follow us on 
social media!

@park_bugle

@parkbugle

https://shop.boreal.life
https://cliffordplacecollection.com/
http://rchs.com/gibbs-farm/visit-us
https://comozooconservatory.org/
https://comozooconservatory.org/como/senior-strolls
https://comozooconservatory.org/como/senior-strolls
https://rosetownplayhouse.org/
https://dockandpaddle.com/
https://asimn.org/
https://www.bellmuseum.umn.edu/
https://juneteenth.umn.edu/
https://mnhs.org/events/1622
https://womensdrumcenter.org/
https://www.mnyouthsymphonies.org/
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Neighbors sow seeds for the future 
Part 2 — The SAP Community Garden in the 21st Century 
By Chris Kelly 

Part 1 of this history, in the May 
Bugle, ended in 1998 with the fu-
ture of the St. Anthony Park Com-
munity Garden in question. The 
lease for its land, owned by BNSF 
Railroad, was under threat. 

Could the land be purchased? 
Responding to pressure from or-
ganized community members and 
elected officials, BNSF came to the 
table to discuss selling the land to 
the St. Anthony Park Community 
Council.

Acquiring the garden land 
Heather Worthington, then the 
council’s executive director, led 
the negotiations with BNSF. 

“Railroads were not in the hab-
it of selling their right of way,” 
Worthington said. “That took 
months and months. I just remem-
ber all we did was go to meetings 
with them over and over and over 
again to get them to sell us the 
property.” 

Meanwhile, the gardeners cob-
bled together funding through city 
programs, neighborhood fund-
raisers, grants and gifts. 

City Councilmember Jay Bena-
nav kicked it off with a $40,000 
challenge grant from the city, 
which local roofing company Et-
tel & Franz matched. 

State Representative Alice Haus-
man held a fundraiser at her home, 
where community members 

dropped off personal checks. Ad-
ditional grants came from the city’s 
Capital Improvement funds and 
local charitable organizations. In 
total, the community raised nearly 
$160,000 toward the purchase of 
the land.

Worthington was impressed 
by how the community rallied 
around the project. “I was han-
dling the business transaction but 
was in constant admiration of the 
creativity that [gardeners] brought 
to the community building,” she 
said. “What was beautiful about 

that garden is it was a project that 
had universal support. People re-
ally came together—that is the best 
of us right there.” 

In the end, the railroad and 
council came to terms around a 
reduced parcel that would pre-
serve the garden, but not enable 
the larger park project the gar-
deners had hoped for. BNSF even 
made an in-kind donation of land 
to make up the funding gap for the 
total appraised value. 

By June 1999, the SAP Commu-
nity Garden had become the first 
in the Twin Cities to own its land: 
a great victory in securing the gar-
den’s future, safe from industrial 
or residential development. Says 
Benanav, “I was obviously happy 
for the community and pleased 
that I could be part of something 
that will be there for a long, long 
time.”

Persevering 
Acquiring the land resolved a 
major threat to the garden, but it 
wasn’t the only threat. The grit and 

determination of the garden vol-
unteers would be tested again in 
the years to come. 

In 2006, the City of St. Paul 
announced plans to extend the 
Pierce Butler Route. The city’s 
map showed a line running right 
through the garden space to link 
up to Highway 280. 

The SAP Community Council 
rebuffed this effort in a resolution 
against the extension, prompting 
city and state representatives to 
declare that there was no active 
proposal for a west extension of 
the route: another victory.

By the 2010s, the SAP Commu-
nity Garden was an established 
local institution, celebrating 30 
successful years. It was a stop on 
annual garden tours. There was a 
waiting list for the 98 plots, with an 
annual lottery. The cost had risen 
to $30. 

But in 2013, smooth operations 
hit a snag when the Ramsey Coun-
ty assessor reclassified the land, re-
moving its tax-exempt status even 
though the council is a nonprofit 
organization. Paying taxes as ag-
ricultural land would have made 
the plots prohibitively expensive 
for many gardening families. 

The council and gardeners ral-
lied to fight for tax abatement 
based on the charitable purpose 
of food donations coming out of 
the garden to local food shelves.

Feeding the community 
For decades, local families and 
their neighbors had been enjoying 
fresh produce from these garden 
plots. As any gardener knows, it is 
hard to calibrate what you grow to 
what you can eat and preserve in 
a season. The garden encouraged 
growers to donate excess produce 
to Keystone Community Services’ 
Midway food shelf. 

After the tax reclassification, the 
gardeners formalized this system. 
Three of the plots were now dedi-
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cated to growing vegetables for the 
food shelf (in addition to what gar-
deners were donating out of their 
own plots). 

Lois Braun set up those first plots 
and has continued to plan the ro-
tation and grow seedlings every 
year since. 

“We focus on plants that are easy 
to grow and popular. The veggies 
that have to be harvested frequent-
ly are more challenging, but they 
also tend to be the vegetables that 
the community finds hardest to get 
and are also the most appreciated.” 

As with all garden efforts, vol-
unteers organize the growing, har-
vesting and donating. Today, food 
donations go to the Seal Hi-Rise 
Sunday Table, with more than 1,300 
pounds of produce given last year. 

“The people who are receiving 
the vegetables are right there and 
express their appreciation right 
there, in real time,” Braun says, de-
scribing how good it feels to make 
the donations. 

Looking to the future 
The 40th anniversary of the SAP 
Community Garden passed 
during the pandemic with little 
fanfare. But the volunteers and 
council can’t rest, as there is always 
more to do. 

The water system failed in spring 
2022 and was replaced in time for 

the growing season through heroic 
efforts of gardener (and irrigation 
professional) Joel Kreller. 

The trees along the back fence 
reached their end of life and started 
falling over, prompting their re-
moval in 2023, thanks to gardeners’ 
reserve funds and another gener-
ous gift from Ettel & Franz. Some-
thing new needs to replace those 
trees to buffer the neighborhood 
from the railway. Planning has al-
ready started, with discussions of 
native edibles—perhaps fruit trees 
and bushes, or pollinator-friendly 
plants?

So, don’t be surprised if you 
feel that tap on your shoulder— 
the gardeners will be rallying the 
community once again to help 
keep the northern border of south 
SAP green, growing and a center of 
community for years to come.  n

Chris Kelly is a St. Anthony Park 
resident and Community Garden 
volunteer. 

This two-part history 
is based on decades of 

coverage by the Park Bugle 
as well as interviews with 

garden leaders.

Transition Town—ASAP 
thanks the Park Bugle for 
50 years of neighborhood-

based journalism. 

Sunset at the garden in peak 
season. Photo courtesy of  
Chris Kelly. 

Neighbors sow seeds for the 
future from p. 14
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21.75% APR, applicable state law, or below 5.25% APR. No closing cost special is for new money only. No closing 
cost promotion is valid from April 1 – September 30, 2024. Property insurance is required. Rates are subject to 
change. All loans are subject to credit approval and compliance with underwriting standards.
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A logo for the Community Garden 
used in the early years. Park Bugle 
archive.
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St Paul’s largest independent bookstore

www.nextchapterbooksellers.com 
38 S Snelling Ave, St Paul MN  •  651-225-8989

   Open Mondays–Saturdays 10:00 am–5:00 pm and Sundays 12:00 pm–5:00 pm

Come in and ask us 
for recommendations.

PEOPLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD:  James Luby
By Gwen Willems 

What are the characteristics of a 
good apple breeder? 

Professor James Luby, an expert 
in fruit-crop breeding and genet-
ics, told me, “Breeding any type 
of tree is a long-term endeavor—
start young, be curious and stick 
with it!”

That’s exactly what Luby has 
done. Since being hired in 1982 by 
the University of Minnesota’s De-
partment of Horticultural Science 
based on its St. Paul campus, Luby 
has contributed to the universi-
ty’s ranking among the top three 
university-based apple-breeding 
programs in the nation. (The other 
two are Washington and Cornell).

Why is Minnesota so good? 
Luby attributes it to cold weath-

er and emphasizing the taste of a 
good apple. 

“Our goal in apples has always 
been to deliver a wonderful eat-
ing experience for the consumer,” 
Luby said. “That involves a crisp, 
juicy texture and pleasing sweet-
tart flavor. 

“However, to be successful, a 
new variety also needs traits that 
make it profitable for a grower,” 
he added. “So, we are also select-
ing for good annual production, 
disease resistance, freedom from 
defects such as cracking, and abili-
ty for fruit to have excellent quality 
after weeks or months of refriger-
ated storage.”

Luby’s interest in genetics goes 
back to biology class in high 
school. He also worked on his un-
cle’s farm in the summers. Upon 
starting college at the University 
of Wisconsin, he landed his first 
job there with an oats breeder but 
developed an allergy to oats, so 
looked at other interesting crops. 

Luby’s job includes teaching hor-
ticulture classes and leading the 

team breeding apples, grapes and 
berries at the Horticultural Re-
search Center at the Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum in Chaska, 
where the university orchards are 
located.

Under Luby’s direction, the 
fruit-crops breeding program has 
introduced and commercialized 
27 cultivars of apples, wine grapes, 
blueberries, strawberries and other 
fruits. 

The results of the university’s 
115-year-old apple-breeding pro-
gram include the introduction of 
Honeycrisp, SweeTango, Zestar!, 
First Kiss, McIntosh and Haralson, 
which was named after Charles 
Haralson, the first superintendent 
at the research center, then known 
as the Fruit Breeding Farm. 

I have fond childhood memo-

ries of eating Haralson apples in 
delicious strudel, pies and other 
pastries made from the apples we 
grew in our backyard, about 15 
miles west of the research center.

There are difficulties in doing 
this work in Minnesota. 

“The weather is one of the big-
gest challenges but necessarily one 
we can do much about,” Luby said. 
“All kinds of weather conditions 
can affect the amount and quali-
ty of fruit—winter cold, drought, 
frost, hail and so forth. We can re-
spond to some of these conditions 
and it is always good to see how our 
experimental selections respond to 
the various extremes.” 

Climate change also brings chal-
lenges such as “selecting for later 
bloom to avoid spring frosts, ability 
to ripen fruit in hotter conditions 
and resistance to diseases that be-
come more prevalent.”

There are many rewards in Lu-
by’s work. “I have really enjoyed 
working with the graduate students 
to solve some of the mysteries of 
how genes control the traits for 
which we are breeding,” Luby said. 
He sometimes uses examples from 
the breeding programs to help stu-

dents understand how new variet-
ies help fruit growers offer higher 
quality fruit or improve food safety 
or environmental sustainability. 

“Plant breeding students,” Luby 
said, “are often very interested in 
how the breeding of long-lived 
perennial crops like fruits that are 

directly consumed by people con-
trasts with the breeding of annual 
grain crops that are usually pro-
cessed for human consumption or 
used for industrial products.”

Asked what he would like to see 
in the future, Luby said, “I think 
that apples will have a more inter-
esting assortment of flavors com-
bined with the crisp, juicy texture 
that people seem to love. 

“New apple varieties will also 
need to require less labor, since 
that is becoming a critical limit-
ing factor in production. This will 
mean more efficient harvest—per-
haps even machine harvest—and 
tree growth habits that minimize 
the amount of time needed for 
pruning.”

Although the Horticultural Re-
search Center does not offer tours, 
the arboretum has a relatively new 
exhibit area—a modern orchard 
with all the varieties from the uni-
versity over the years. 

Luby also encourages people 
to stop by the arboretum’s Apple-
House to see and buy different va-
rieties. It is located 1.5 miles west 
of the Arboretum’s main entrance 
on Highway 5 and is open from 
September through December.  n

Gwen Willems lives in Falcon 
Heights and is a Bugle freelance 
writer.

James Luby’s expertise in crop breeding and genetics has helped make the University of Minnesota’s apple 
breeding program one of the nation’s best. Photo provided by James Luby.

The famous Honeycrisp, a result of the University’s breeding program. 
Photo by Jenni Wolf.
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Your neighbors in St. Anthony Park
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MBsCleaning.com
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L I B R A R Y  C O R N E R
Library Corner 
sponsored by

St Anthony Park Branch 
Library Association

St. Anthony Park Library events
St. Anthony Park Library’s June 
calendar contains Arts Festival 
special events and familiar favor-
ites. The library is located at 2245 
Como Ave., and unless specified, 
registration is not required. 

Please note the library will be 
closed Wednesday, June 19, in rec-
ognition of the Juneteenth holiday.

Arts Festival special event 
Crankie  
Storytelling in the Garden 
10 to 11:30 a.m., Saturday, June 1, 
in the library garden. Crankies are 
story scrolls that are hand-cranked 
from one side of a viewing box to 
another. The stories will be drawn 
from nature and suitable for chil-
dren and adults of all ages. Note: In 
the event of rain or excessive wind, 
the Crankie event will be canceled.

St. Anthony Park Library  
Association used book sale 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday, May 
31, and Saturday, June 1. Bag sale 3 
p.m. Saturday. Proceeds from the 
book sale support library programs 
such as Storytime, FunLab and the 
Thursday Forum, as well as help 
fund facility improvements and 
landscaping projects. 

Ongoing programs
Storytime in the Park 

10:30 to 11 
a.m., Tues-
days, June 4, 
11, 18 and 25, at 
College Park, 
2223 Carter 
Ave. Bring a 
blanket and 

get ready for stories, songs, rhymes 
and puppets. Storytime is designed 
for children ages birth to 5 year 
olds, their caregivers and siblings. 
In the case of inclement weather, 
storytime will be held in the li-
brary’s auditorium. The decision to 
relocate to the library will be made 
by 9:30 a.m. on storytime days and 
posted to sppl.org/calendar.

Fun Lab! 
2:30 to 3:30 p.m. on Wednesdays, 
June 5, 12 and 26, in the library’s 
auditorium. This is the time to 
hang out and make cool stuff — 
art, crafts, science experiments, 
engineering projects and more. 
This STEAM drop-in program is 
designed for ages 7-11. The first 
Wednesday of every month is al-
ways LEGO! 

Paw Pals: Read with Enzo 
10:15 to 11:15 a.m. on Saturday, June 
8. Young readers ages 5 to 12 have 
the opportunity to read to Enzo, a 
friendly dog who loves to sit and 

listen to children reading stories. 
In order to give all children time 
to read, reading sessions will be 
limited to 15 minutes. Call the li-
brary at 651-642-0411 or stop by the 
circulation desk to register your 
young reader. 

English Conversation Circle  
for Adults 
4 to 5:30 p.m., Thursdays, June 6, 
13, 20 and 27. Join the Universi-
ty of Minnesota Retirees Volun-
teer Center and the Partners in 
English program for free English 
language practice at the library. All 
levels of English language skills are 
welcome.

Adult book club 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m., 
Monday, June 24, 
in the library’s 
a u d i t o r i u m . 
Join library staff 
and fellow book 
lovers for live-
ly conversation 

and refreshments. Stop in or call 
the library (651-642-0411) for more 
information or to pick up a copy of 
the book, “The Boys in the Boat: 
Nine Americans and Their Epic 
Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin 
Olympics,” by Daniel Brown.

Submitted by the St. Anthony Park 
Library; compiled by Kathy Hender-
son, Bugle freelance writer. 

St. Anthony Park Branch Library Association

Questions? 
Email annualbooksalesapbla@gmail.com.

is back!

Thousand of books!
Something for all ages!

Proceeds bene� t the 
St. Anthony Park Branch Library.

Bag sale on Saturday at 3:00pm

The St. Anthony Park Branch Library  |  2245 Como Avenue

Friday May 31 & Saturday June 1
10am-4pm both days

BOOK SALE

Carter Avenue Frame Shop sponsors  
St. Anthony Park map 
By Eli Dahmah

With the St. Anthony Park Arts 
Festival approaching, Michael 
Smith, owner of the Carter Ave-
nue Frame Shop, wanted to find a 
special way to support the annual 
summer festival.

A friend of Smith recommend-
ed he contact Stefanie Kiihn, a lo-
cal artist who creates hand-drawn 
maps of various St. Paul neighbor-
hoods, and commissioned her to 
draw a map of St. Anthony Park. 
Kiihn created a map for Smith to 
frame and auction off in support 
of the arts festival.

Kiihn said she enjoyed looking 
into the history of St. Anthony Park 
to create the map.

“What I like to do is dig into the 
history of neighborhoods to get a 
sense of how they have changed 
over time,” Kiihn said. “So, with 
the St. Anthony Park map, it was 
exciting to see the differences 
from pre-development to what it 
is today.”

Anna Gaseitsiwe, owner of The 
Makery and director of the St. 
Anthony Park Arts Festival, said 

Smith contacted her to see if they 
would be interested in featuring 
the piece at the festival.

“A few months ago, Michael 
asked if we would be interested 
in this. He told us he had already 
commissioned it,” Gaseitsiwe said. 
“We got together and talked about 
how we could incorporate this map 
into the festival.”

Gaseitsiwe said she managed 
a history tent at another festival 
when she lived in Washington, 
D.C., and was excited to use that 
experience to feature the SAP map 
and the neighborhood history.

“This year is really exciting be-
cause it is the 55th anniversary of 
the arts festival, the 50th anniver-
sary of the Bugle and the 90th an-
niversary of the St. Anthony Park 
Branch Library Association,” Ga-
seitsiwe said. “It just felt like the 
map could serve as an anchor for 
this history booth.”

Gaseitsiwe also created a time-
line banner with the help of some 
community members to showcase 
the history of the neighborhood. 
The tent will also feature a book 
of stories, photos and illustrations 

from community members in St. 
Anthony Park. 

Kiihn will be at the festival and 
will have prints of the map available 
for purchase. All proceeds from the 
auction of the original framed map, 
as well as a portion of the proceeds 
from the print sales, will be used to 
support the festival.  n

Eli Dahmah is a journalism student 
at the University of Minnesota and 
an intern writer for the Bugle. 

Stefanie Kiihn’s map is framed and hanging in the Carter Avenue Frame 
Shop. Photo by Eli Dahmah.

St. Anthony Park Branch Library, home of the St. Anthony Park Arts Festival. 
Photo by Eli Dahmah.

To be a part of the online auction 
for the hand drawn map, scan 
this QR code to to place a bid. All 
proceeds support SAP Library  
Branch Association programming.

https://sppl.bibliocommons.com/v2/events
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L I V E S  L I V E D
Lives Lived sponsored by

The Park Bugle prints obituaries free of charge, on a space available basis, as a service to our communities.  
Send information about area deaths to Mary Mergenthal at mary.mergenthal@gmail.com or call 612-670-8510.

Kay Acton 
Kay Merlyn Acton, 92, of Rose-
ville, died March 28, 2024. She was 
born in Hallock, Minnesota, on 
Jan. 22, 1932, and lived in nearby 
Kennedy before relocating to St. 
Anthony Park with her family 
during World War II. 

She attended Murray High 
School and the University of Min-
nesota, where she earned a degree 
in nursing and began a career as a 
public health nurse. On Sept. 19, 
1953, Kay married Roger Acton, 
also of St. Anthony Park. 

Kay enjoyed meeting new 
people and learning about differ-
ent cultures. She was a host-mom 
to eight foreign exchange students 
while raising her children. She was 
an avid traveler, visiting all seven 
continents, the last of which was 
Antarctica, where she celebrated 
her 81st birthday. 

Kay was preceded in death by 
parents, Merle and Nora Johnson; 
brother, Kurth; and former spouse, 
Roger Acton. 

She is survived by children 
Cindy Acton, Patty Beaudry, 
Mary (Richard) Crist, Becky 
(Tony) Monteforte, and Tom Ac-

ton; Dutch daughter, Afke; many 
grandchildren and great-grand-
children; brother Wayne (Bon-
nie) Johnson; and sister, Susan 
Petropoulos. 

Memorials preferred to the  
Alzheimer’s Association at alz.org.

David Fox 
David J. Fox, 82, of Falcon Heights, 
died on April 17, 2024.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, August and Helen; sister 
and brother-in-law, Lois and John 
Millett. He is survived by his niece 
Monica Millett.

Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated at The Church of St. 
Agnes, with interment at Resur-
rection Cemetery. 

Walter Haupt 
Walter B. Haupt, Jr., 92, died on 
April 12, 2024. Wally was born to 
Walter Sr. and Marcella Haupt on 
Oct. 8, 1931, in St. Cloud, the oldest 
of 10 children. 

After graduating from Murray 
High School in St. Paul in 1949, 
Wally enlisted in the U.S. Air Force 
and received training in photogra-
phy. His passion for photography 

enabled him to have a long career 
as head photographer at Gambles 
and later as the owner of Haupt 
Photography, Inc. 

Wally was preceded in death by 
his wife Patricia Haupt (d. 1997) 
and his wife Dolores Haupt (d. 
2021). He is survived by his nine 
children, John (Carole), Patrick 
(Kathy), Greg (Debbie), Mike 
(Mary), Joseph (Gina), Ed, Mary 
Kay (Mark), Jeanne (Kevin) and 
Theresa (Michael), as well as many 
grandchildren and great-grand-
children, and Dolores’ family. 

Mass of Christian Burial has 
been held, with interment at Fort 
Snelling National Cemetery. Do-
nations may be made to St. Vin-
cent DePaul; Assumption Church, 
Richfield; or Bridging Minnesota.

Peter Healy 
Peter Joseph Healy died April 
29, 2024, at LSS Deer Hollow in 
Shoreview. Peter was the son of 
Micky and Bob Ferguson of Fal-
con Heights and John A. Healy III 
of St. Paul. 

Funeral service has been held 
with interment at Roselawn 
Cemetery. 

Dr. Alex Lange 
Dr. Alex J. Lange, 
St. Anthony Park, 
in his 70s, died 
on April 5, 2024, 
at home. He was 
a scholar, gar-
dener, teacher, 

friend, artist, musician and a true 
character.

He was born in Heidenheim, 
Germany, to Dagmar and Adolf 
Lange, and had an older brother 
Philipp. The Langes emigrated to 
the United States and settled in 
Maryland and then on Long Is-
land, N.Y. His time on Long Island 
was spent on the water, collecting 
reptiles, and with the family’s be-
loved wire-haired dachshunds. 

Alex moved to Ithaca, N.Y., 
to attend Cornell University. In 
Ithaca he found a community and 
home he would carry with him for 
the rest of his life. 

He received his doctorate from 
Cornell in nutritional biochemis-
try. He researched liver enzymes, 
specifically fructose-2,6-bisphos-
phate—a regulator of liver metab-
olism with respect to maintaining 
normal blood glucose levels.

He published 100 scientific pa-
pers that contributed to diabetes 
research throughout his career. At 
the University of Minnesota, Alex 
taught biochemistry and photog-
raphy, a combination as unique as 
he was. 

Alex is survived by his wife, Alice 
Shapiro, and daughter, Katja Lange.

A celebration of Alex’s life has 
been held. Memorial donations 
may be made to MacPhail Center 
for Music. 

Barbara Nelson 
Barbara Burgess Nelson, 96, of 
North Oaks, died April 14, 2024, 
following a recent episode of 
COVID-19.

She graduated from Murray 
High School, attended the Univer-
sity of Minnesota and completed a 
fashion degree from the Tobé Co-
burn School of Fashion Careers in 
New York City in 1948. 

Barb was a buyer for Lord & 
Taylor and Dayton’s Oval Room 
before and after marrying Raleigh 
Nelson in 1953. Following Raleigh’s 
early career in agricultural product 
sales, Raleigh and Barb became 
Burger King franchisees in 1964. 
In the early years, Barb was instru-
mental in planning, decorating 
and staffing the Burger Kings.

Barb was a board member of the 
Twin Cities Opera Guild for more 
than 30 years.

She is survived by her sons 
Gregg (Colleen) and Timm Nel-
son and four grandchildren. 

Barb was preceded in death by 
her parents, Ernest and Theresa 
(Gutzke) Burgess, and sister, Alyce 
(Stanley) Williams.

Service has been held, with in-
urnment at Lakewood Cemetery. 
Memorials may be made to the 
Twin Cities Opera Guild, Min-
nesota Historical Society or the 
Presbyterian Homes Foundation.

Mark Stitzel 
Mark Philip “Doc” Stitzel, 76, of 
St. Anthony Park, died April 3, 
2024. He was a proud FMF Com-
bat Navy Corpsman.

He is survived by his wife of 58 
years, Carol; children, Joel (Aleah) 
and Kim; and two grandchildren. 

He is interred at Fort Snelling 
National Cemetery.

a peaceful resting place for all

ROSELAWN CEMETERY

F E AT U R E D  S E C T I O N  S AV I N G S

Not applicable to ossuary purchases.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or savings.                                              Expires June 30, 2024

ROSELAWN CEMETERY
803 W. Larpenteur Ave., Roseville, MN 55113

(Between Lexington and Dale)

651-489-1720 • www.roselawncemetery.com
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$300CALL TODAY TO SEE 
HOW YOU CAN SAVE

House Calls and Virtual Meetings by Appointment ONLY.

651-645-1055
pierce@prlawoffi ce.net  |  www.lizpierce.com

Liz Pierce Attorney at Law
Wills and Trusts

Read the
Midpoint 

Report
online  

at

Your  
award-winning,  

nonprofit  
community  

resource BugleParkSt. Anthony Park

Falcon Heights

Lauderdale

Como Park

www.parkbugle.org                                                           

parkbugle.org

To add your place of worship to the directory, contact Roald Sateren at 651-468-4040 or roald.sateren@parkbugle.org

❖  CENTENNIAL UNITED METHODIST  
CHURCH—ST. ANTHONY PARK CAMPUS

2200 Hillside Avenue, 651-633-7644
www.centennialumc.org
Worship online and in-person
Sundays at 10:30 am 
Find us on Facebook: Centennial SAP for worship schedule. 
We’re in this together!

❖  ST. ANTHONY PARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
2323 Como Avenue West, 651-645-0371
Pastor Jill Rode and Pastor Daniel Ruen 
Web, Facebook or Instagram: SAPLC  
Sunday Worship in-person: 9:30 am
Live stream on YouTube Channel: bit.ly/3nWjlDD 
• SAP Art Fair Open House: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, June 1
• MN Mandolin Orchestra: 11:00 am, June 1
• Summer Music School for kids starting June 12 (7 weeks)

• Purchase Dinner-to–Go during music school  

❖  ST. ANTHONY PARK  
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

2129 Commonwealth (at Chelmsford), 651-646-7173  
www.sapucc.org
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am in person and via Zoom
Real Church • Real People • Real Life

❖ ST. CECILIA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
2357 Bayless Place, 651-644-4502
info@stceciliaspm.org, www.stceciliaspm.org
Handicap-accessible.
Pastor John M. Hofstede
Worship: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 9:30 am
Weekend Mass online (on our website)

❖ ST. MATTHEW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
2136 Carter Ave. (at Chelmsford), 651-645-3058 
www.stmatthewsmn.org, Facebook: stmatthewsmn
Sunday Eucharist 10:30 am outdoors in College Park
Wednesday Eucharist 12:00 noon followed by lunch

Community   Worship Directory

mailto:mary.mergenthal%40gmail.com?subject=Park%20Bugle%20Obituary%20Submission
https://www.alz.org/
http://comozooconservatory.org/category/como-special-events
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For Rent

OFFICE W/MEZZANINE and lower level 
worker/creative space 
available for lease at  
the corner of Como  
and Carter. For  
details call Wellington 

Management at 651-292-9844.

Home 
Services

BRUSHSTROKES PAINTING.  
Interior/exterior painting. Ceiling/wall 
repair. Detail-oriented and very fair prices. 
Tom Marron, 651-230-1272, tom.marron@
yahoo.com

BURTON’S RAIN GUTTER SERVICE.  
Gutters cleaned, repaired, installed. 
Insured, bonded. 651-699-8900,  
burtonsraingutter.com

FURNITURE REPAIR AND RESTORATION.  
Tim Anderson. Roseville. 715-215-1400, 
timdanderson@hotmail.com

GUTTER CLEANING 
Let us do the ladder work.  
Call Larry 651-635-9228.

LOCALLY LOCATED IN LAUDERDALE.  
Specializing in bathroom/kitchen remodel, 
trim carpentry, tile work/flooring and 
handyman services. Fully insured. Caleb, 
651-260-7589

PAINT PATCH.  
Wallpaper removal, caulk, stain, interior, 
exterior. Jim 612-202-5514

PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS.  
Interior & exterior painting. Complete 
carpentry services. 651-917-2881

RUSS NELSON PAINTING.  
Affordable, quality interior specialists,  
20 yrs experience, wall and trim repair, 
ceiling repair, wallpaper removal, base-
ment restoration, one room or an entire 
interior. Local references. 651-216-8113, 
twincitiespainting@hotmail.com

 WINDOW WASHING 
Inside and out 
You’ll see the difference!  
Call Larry 651-635-9228

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR CONCRETE WORK. 
DRIVEWAYS, SIDEWALKS, PATIOS AND MORE.  
612-930-7071, NeighborhoodConcrete.com

House  
Cleaning

20/20 HOUSE CLEANING. 
Dependable house 
cleaning. Family-owned 
and operated. We have 
been serving the area  
for over 25 years. 

651-635-9228. 2020cleaningspecialist.com

QUALITY CLEANING AT REASONABLE RATES. 
Serving the area over 20 years. Rita & Molly, 
612-414-9241 

Yard Care

STONEWALKER GARDEN DESIGN & MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES. Design & plant new gardens  
 • Restore/redesign existing gardens  
 • Spring & Fall clean-up  
 • On-going garden maintenance.  
Contact Sherry, sherrystonewalker@gmail.
com, 651-592-0906

Send your ad to classifieds@parkbugle.org or P.O. Box 8126, St. Paul, MN 55108. Ads are $1.10 per word. 
Phone numbers, email addresses and websites are considered two words. Add a box or art for $11 each. 
Next deadline: June 12, 2024.

Classifieds 

Park Bugle Classifieds work.  
Let them work for you.

Roger’s
Tree  

Service
• Trimming • Removals • Stumps •

ASH TREATMENTS

651 699-7022 (c) 612 414-9241 rogertree.com

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

“Infuse it or LOSE it!”

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates
Certified Arborist

 
 

20/20 Cleaning Family owned & operated for more than 20 years
https://www.2020cleaningspecialist.com

Window Washing

Call Larry  
651-635-9228

Window washing, inside and out!

“You’ll see the difference!”

Gutter 
Cleaning

20/20 Cleaning Family owned & operated for more than 20 years

Call Larry! 
651-635-9228

Gutter 
Cleaning
Call Larry! 
651-635-9228

Stay off the
 ladder,

we’ll do the 
cleaning!Stay off the
 ladder,

we’ll do the 
cleaning!

Larry's Gutter Cleaning Sept 2017 .qxp_Layout 1  8/7/17  11:08 AM  Page 1

651-644-9400
www.stpaulpipeworks.com

Toilets
Faucets & Sinks
Plumbing & Drains
Bathtubs & Showers
Water Heaters
Garbage Disposals

Your Local 
Plumbing Experts 

We Install and Repair:

BETTER. 
CLEANER. 
FASTER.

OUR SERVICES
– MOISTURE INTRUSION – 
– FOUNDATION REPAIRS – 
– NEW STUCCO – STONE – 

– STONE REPAIR – PATCHING –
– SANDBLASTING – 

– STUCCO REPAIRS –
– STUCCO REFINISHING –  

AND RESTORATION

FREE ESTIMATES  612.709.4980
WWW.SMITHCOLE.COM

“BUILDING THE FUTURE—RESTORING THE PAST”™

❖ Repair ❖ Renovation ❖  
❖ Restoration ❖

651-276-8233

PORCHES, PATIOS AND DECKS

Contact us TODAY for your FREE ESTIMATE

All jobs, big and small!

FREE ESTIMATES!

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/ 

Skim Coating
•	Wood	Stripping	&	Refinishing
•	Plaster/Sheetrock	Repair

651-699-6140 or 612-827-6140
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

Tell our Park Bugle advertisers you saw their ad here!
Better yet, shop local and support them! They’re a big part of why we can 

provide the neighborhood news you need for FREE!

We bring community together!
Pick up the Park Bugle, sit back . . . and enjoy! 

BugleParkYour 
award-winning, 

nonprofit 
community 

resource

mailto:tom.marron%40yahoo.com?subject=Painting%20-%20Park%20Bugle%20Classified
mailto:tom.marron%40yahoo.com?subject=Painting%20-%20Park%20Bugle%20Classified
https://burtonsraingutter.com/
mailto:timdanderson%40hotmail.com?subject=Furniture%20Repair/Restoration%20-%20Park%20Bugle%20Classified
mailto:twincitiespainting%40hotmail.com?subject=Painting%20-%20Park%20Bugle%20Classified
https://www.neighborhoodconcrete.com/
https://www.2020cleaningspecialist.com/
mailto:sherrystonewalker%40gmail.com?subject=Garden%20work%20-%20Park%20Bugle%20Classified
mailto:sherrystonewalker%40gmail.com?subject=Garden%20work%20-%20Park%20Bugle%20Classified
mailto:classifieds%40parkbugle.org?subject=Park%20Bugle%20Classifieds
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C P H S  C O U G A R  S P O R T S

Enjoying the moment 
By Eric Erickson, 
Sports analysis

Tremendous turnaround  
for tight tennis team
The turnaround of the Como Park 
boys’ tennis team can be attributed 
to two key components: a commit-
ted effort to improve and a tight 
bond. 

There’s a positive correlation be-
tween the two. The more time the 
teammates trained together in the 
off-season, the stronger their rela-
tionships grew.

The results have been remark-
able during the spring of 2024. The 
Cougars compiled an overall record 
of 8-5 to start the season. Compare 
that to the previous three seasons 
in which Como averaged two wins. 

Head coach Kia Yang, a 2008 
Como graduate and current math 
teacher, has inspired his players. 
Yang’s encouragement to play 
through the summer and take ad-
vantage of opportunities to play in 
the winter (through scholarships 
offered by the USTA) has ignited 
a love for the game.

Assistant coach Brandon 
Kuether and JV coach Elliot Hicks 
have also been critical in the devel-
opment of young players. 

Senior captain Daniel Klett and 

junior captain Nolan Rognerud 
explained that the coaching trio 
collaborates to reach each player, 
know them as a person and build 
confidence along with their skills.

“They go above and beyond,” 
Rognerud said. “Our coaches are 
unselfish, show good values on and 
off the court, and know how to mo-
tivate us and guide us in becoming 
better. As a team, we’ve got more 
energy this year and are really sup-
portive of each other.”

Bringing energy to complement 
their improved skills has helped fuel 
team victories that previously were 
elusive. A St. Paul City Conference 
record of 4-1 (at Bugle press time) 
included a victory over perennial 
conference power Harding, which 
Como had not beaten since 2007. 

“Beating Harding showed our 
hard work over the winter,” Klett 
said. “We were ready after a great 
pep talk, and we out-energized 
them to bring comfort and confi-
dence to ourselves on their courts.”

Como’s lineup features versatile 
players. The team is fond of quot-
ing Kuether’s mantra, “There are 
no singles players or doubles play-
ers. There are only tennis players.”

There are 23 tennis players in 
the program. The varsity roster 
includes seniors Klett, Anthony 
Landaverde Guillen and Keng 
Chang; juniors Rognerud, Vin-
cent Anderson and Charlie An-
derson; sophomore Po Soe; and 
freshmen Micah Treiber, John 
Murray, Mohammad Zaid Saha 
and Morgan Anderson. 

“Our biggest strength is our 
depth,” said Coach Kia. “We don’t 
have one player who is head and 
shoulders above the rest. We have 
six players who are really close skill-
wise. The team is also extremely 
close-knit.” Every player has a friend 
on the team.”

“Kia has taught us how to work 
hard over the years, and Brandon 
has taught us how to appreciate 
the hard work we’ve put in,” Klett 
explained. “And we’re doing that. 
We love being together and enjoy 
practice, hanging out, playing any 
chance we get and now—winning 
more matches!”

Minnesota Vikings honor Schuna
Como senior lineman Denzel 
Schuna played four years of foot-
ball for the Cougars, leaving a leg-
acy of leadership and spirit. He 
was awarded the National Foot-
ball Foundation’s Stacey Robin-
son Award—an honor bestowed 
upon only two players in the state 
of Minnesota.

Schuna received his trophy at the 
Minnesota Vikings’ TCO Perfor-
mance Center on April 14 as part 
of the Minnesota Football Hon-
ors. The ceremony is scheduled to 
be televised on Bally Sports Net-
work in August during the NFL 
pre-season. 

Coach Kirby Scull said Schuna 
deserves to be honored at this level 
for the impact he’s made as a leader 
on the field, in the classroom and 
in the community. 

“Denzel’s leadership skills and 
positive energy influenced every-
one he came in contact with during 
games, outreach events and class-
room activities,” Scull said.

Schuna plans to attend Tuskegee 
University in Alabama next fall, 
a renowned HBCU (Historically 
Black College and University). He 
plans to be an education major and 
become a high school teacher.  n

Eric Erickson is a social studies 
teacher at Como Park High School 
and a longtime coach of school and 
youth sports in St. Paul. 

The Como boys’ tennis team on May 6 after securing the inaugural 
Dumas Cup, awarded to the winner of Johnson vs. Como match. Photo 
submitted by Eric Erickson.

Denzel Schuna, accompanied by 
coach Kirby Scull, received the 
National Football Foundation’s Stacy 
Robinson Award at the Minnesota 
Vikings’ TCO Performance Center. 
Photo submitted by Eric Erickson.

PILLARSSENIORLIVING.COM/PROSPECTPARK | 612.623.7000

The Pillars of Prospect Park is a unique senior living community in 
the historic Prospect Park neighborhood. Our beautiful high-rise 
building is an urban oasis that offers anything but the typical senior 
living experience. Come and discover what makes us the best choice.

Call today to learn more about this exciting, limited time offer. 

S E N I O R  L I V I N G  |  A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G  |  M E M O R Y  C A R E

CALL TODAY FOR A TOUR

612-623-7007
22 Malcolm Ave SE • MINNEAPOLIS, MN

TAKE A 
CLOSER 

LOOK:
MOVING 

PACKAGE
Let us help 

you move with 
professional 

moving services 
up to $4,000.

SAVINGS 
ON RENT
Save up to 
$4,000 on 
3rd month of rent. 
Does not include 
care services.


